
Preface

Dramatic developments in cell biology generally and methods for isolation, tagging
and imaging cells specifically have resulted in major increases in our understanding
of stem cell biology. This includes significant advances in identifying and char-
acterizing tissue-specific stem cells and their specific niches. Given perhaps the
surprising nature of multiple niches, i.e., their common components, the search
remains intense to understand the feature and factors that result in the specificities
of the niches for particular tissue-specific stem cells. To provide a summary of what
we now know and what remains to be established, I have solicited contributions
from several groups that are actively working on different tissue-specific stem cells.
I am grateful to all of them for their contributions and thank them for their efforts in
helping to make this an outstanding volume.

I thank Aleta Kalkstein for her support and help in getting this project off the
ground.

I am also grateful to Emily Janakiram, who had a keen eye for missing details,
and was instrumental in completion of the volume with the highest Springer
standards.
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