Foreword from the Editors

The World Sustainable Energy Days are one of Europe’s largest annual conferences on en-
ergy efficiency and renewable energy and offer a unique combination of events on sustain-
able energy. The conference, which is organised by the Energy Agency of Upper Austria
(OO Energiesparverband), is held in Wels in February or March of each year. It attracts
more than 700 experts from over 50 countries every year.

A part of the conference is dedicated to young energy researchers. Outstanding young
scientists from around the globe present their work in the fields of biomass and energy ef-
ficiency. Twenty of the “World Sustainable Energy Days Next 2014 young researchers’
presentations are published in this book. The conference was held from 26-27 February
2014.

The papers were selected by a high-level scientific committee for oral presentation.
From two main fields—biomass and energy efficiency in buildings—these contributions
offer an insight into the research work and the scientific findings and developments of
young researchers from all over the world. They also communicate results, trends and
opinions that will concern and influence the world’s energy experts and policy makers
over the next decades.

The conference is organised by the OO Energiesparverband, the Energy Agency of
Upper Austria. This agency was set up by the regional government to promote energy
efficiency, renewable energy sources and innovative energy technologies. Its main target
groups are households, public bodies (e.g. municipalities) and businesses. The energy
agency is active on the local, regional, national, EU and international levels through nu-
merous projects and programmes. The OO Energiesparverband supports the regional gov-
ernment in the development and implementation of regional energy programmes. One of
its primary fields of action is comprehensive information and awareness raising activities
on sustainable energy production and use. This also includes the organisation of confer-
ences and events, e.g. the World Sustainable Energy Days.

The editors would like to thank all authors of these papers and their academic mentors
and supporters. Special thanks go to Professor Reinhold Priewasser from the Institute for
Environmental Management in Companies and Regions at the Johannes Kepler University
Linz and Dr. Walter Haslinger, Area Manager at Bioenergy 2020+ for their scientific sup-
port as well as to the members of the scientific committee. Thank you to Karin Krondorfer
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for the support in the development of this book and to all of the OO Energiesparverband’s
team who enable the annual reoccurrence of the World Sustainable Energy Days. We also
greatly thank the region of Upper Austria for the financial support.

Linz, June 2014 Gerhard Dell and Christiane Egger
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