
Content 
 

List of Tables xiii 
List of Figures xvii 
List of Abbreviations xix 

1 Introduction 1

1.1 Party communication in routine times of politics 1
1.2 The multi-level context of party communication 10
1.3 Case selection and research design 11
1.4 Plan of the book 13

2 Theoretical Framework 15

2.1 Overview 15
2.2 Inside Parliament: Inter-party competition and parliamentary activities 17

2.2.1 Parties in Competition: Positions, salience and the dynamics  
of party communication 17

2.2.2 Top-down or Bottom-up? The party-parliament linkage 24
2.3 Outside Parliament: Citizens and the multi-level context 30

2.3.1 Top-down or Bottom-up? The party-public linkage 30
2.3.2 Beyond the domestic system: Party communication in the  

EU multi-level context 37
2.4 Summary: Main hypotheses 42

3 Research Design 45

3.1 Case selection 45
3.2 Data and measurement 47

3.2.1 The main variable of interest: party communication 48
3.2.2 Explanatory variables 58
3.2.3 Inter- and intracoder reliability tests 76

3.3 Methods of analysis: time series and multi-level regression models 81
3.3.1 Vector autoregression models 81
3.3.2 Multi-level models 87



x Content 
 

  

4 Party communication: static and dynamic descriptions 89

4.1 Party communication from 2005 to 2009 89
4.1.1 The overall amount of party communication 89
4.1.2 Topics and issue portfolios in parties’ communication 90
4.1.3 The amount of party communication over time 97
4.1.4 Dynamics in issue-specific party communication 100

4.2 Tests for stationarity of party communication time series 103

5 Dynamic patterns of inter-party competition 107

5.1 Party communication and issue ownership 107
5.2 Adversarial and accommodative communication strategies 113

5.2.1 Specification and estimation of the inter-party competition  
VAR model 116

5.2.2 Interpreting the VAR coefficients: Granger causality  
analysis 121

5.2.3 Visualizing inter-party communication effects:  
impulse response functions 125

5.2.4 Discussion: the dynamics of inter-party competition –  
adversarial or accommodative communication strategies? 132

6 Parliamentary activities and party communication 141

6.1 Descriptive information on parliamentary activities 141
6.2 Setting up the party-parliament VAR models 147
6.3 Dynamics between parliamentary activities and overall party 

communication 150
6.3.1 Granger causality analysis and robustness checks 150
6.3.2 Impulse response analysis 151
6.3.3 Discussion of overall party-parliament link 154

6.4 Government versus opposition parties and the parliamentary agenda 156
6.5 The link between individual party communication and parliamentary 

activities 158 
  



Content xi 
   
7 Public Opinion and Party Communication 161

7.1 Descriptive information on public opinion 161
7.2 Setting up the party-opinion VAR models 165
7.3 Dynamics between public opinion and overall party communication 167

7.3.1 Granger causality analysis 167
7.3.2 Impulse response analysis 169
7.3.3 Discussion of the overall party-public link 175

7.4 Partisan opinion and individual party communication 177

8 Beyond the domestic system: Party communication and the EU 183

8.1 The Europeanization of party communication, from 2005 to 2009 183
8.1.1 The three measures of Europeanization compared 183
8.1.2 Horizontal Europeanization 184
8.1.3 Individual parties and the Europeanization  

of their communication  186
8.1.4 Europeanization of policy fields 188
8.1.5 Europeanization over time 192

8.2 Multivariate analysis: results from multi-level logistic regressions 194
8.3 Discussion of Europeanized party communication 199

9 Conclusion 203

9.1 Summary and discussion 203
9.1.1 Party communication and inter-party competition 204
9.1.2 Party communication and parliamentary activities 206
9.1.3 Party communication and public opinion 207
9.1.4 The Europeanization of party communication 209

9.2 Avenues for future research 210 

References 215 

 
 



http://www.springer.com/978-3-658-09204-7


	Content



