Preface

This volume originates from a special session entitled “Prosody and Language
in Contact” and organized by Mathieu Avanzi, Guri Bordal and Elisabeth Delais-
Roussarie. The session was held during the Speech Prosody 2012 Conference in
Shanghai. It differed from most workshops dedicated to research on language in
contact by the desire to bring together people working on second language acquisi-
tion, language attrition, multilingualism, and prosodic description of varieties of
languages spoken in contact situation (e.g. English spoken in Africa, French spoken
in Africa, etc.).

Like the special session, the volume tries to gather contributions from a large
variety of themes related to language in contact. The leading idea behind this is
twofold: (i) giving an overview of research done in the growing field of language
in contact; and (ii) showing that methods and research paradigms used in a given
thematic area (language acquisition, multilingualism, etc.) may be fruitful for other
areas.

To achieve this goal, we decided to open this volume to researchers who were
not present in Shanghai, but are recognized in the field. As a consequence, the con-
tributions collected here do not correspond to a selection of papers presented at
Shanghai, but should give an idea of the themes developed in this field.

This project could not come to an end without three sets of people: the con-
tributors who responded to our invitation, the reviewers and the team from Springer
Verlag. We would like to thank them all: Guri Bordal, Philippe Boula de Mareiiil,
Bettina Braun, Caroline Buthke, Hongwei Ding, Robert Fuchs, Christoph Gabriel,
Ulrike Gut, Daniel Hirst, Riidiger Hoffmann, Céline Horgues, Sun-Ah Jun, Elena
Kireva, Barbara Kiihnert, Véronique Lacoste, Jean-Pierre Lai, Iryna Lehka-
Lemarchand, Yen-Hwei Lin, Joaquim Llisterri, Paolo Mairano, Trudel Meisenburg,
Ineke Mennen, Alexis Michaud, Stefanie Pillai, Brechtje Post, Pilar Prieto, Albert
Rillard, Fabian Santiago, Elaine Schmidt, Raféu Sichel-Bazin, Chia-Hsin Yeh and
Sabine Zerbian.
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