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By this contrivance, the most ignorant person, at a reasonable
charge, and with a little bodily labor, may write books in

philosophy, poetry, politics, law, mathematics, and theology,
without the least assistance from genius or study.

Jonathan Swift (1726)

’Tis pleasant sure to see one’s name in print;
A Book’s a Book, altho’ there’s nothing in’t.

Lord Byron (1809)

In these cursory observations we have by no means
attempted to exhaust the subject of Cryptography.

With such object in view, a folio might be required.
Edgar Allan Poe (1840)

Die Kunst stille zu schweigen, geneigter leser, ist gar ein edles
Ding; noch edler aber wird meines Erachtens seyn die Kunst

redend zu schweigen und solche lehret dich meine alhier
in unserer Muttersprache an das Licht gegebene Cryptographia,

oder Kunst verborgene Brieffe und Schrifften zu machen.1

Johannes Balthasar Friderici (1685)

I went into the Army at Fort Devens in Massachusetts and was
sorted into the Signal Corps, and so got in the Signal Corps
training camp at Fort Monmouth in New Jersey. They took

everybody who had no visible talent or aptitude whatsoever for
electrical work, or communications in the technological sense,

and if they had a certain level of testing score
under the Army General Classification Test,
bing! Crypt School before you could sneeze.

William P. Bundy (1987)

Will the study of cryptology become an epidemic that
even all the government’s resources will be unable to stem?

David Kahn (1979)

1The art of being quietly silent, estimated reader, is a truly noble thing; even nobler
is in my view the art of being silent while talking, and this art is taught to you by my
Cryptographia, or the art of making hidden letters and writings, brought here to the
light of day in our mother tongue.
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