
Contents

1 Psychosocial and Spiritual Care with the End of Life in Sight . . . . 1

2 The Symptoms and Signs of Dying . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

3 Decisions at the End of Patients’ Lives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

4 Risks, Benefits, and Patients’ Treatment Decisions
at the End of Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

5 The Challenges of Prognosis Near the End of Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

6 Advance Care Planning and Preparing to Die . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121

7 Proxy Decision-Making at the End of Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173

8 The Impact of Terminal Illness on the Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217

9 Care for Family Caregivers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261

10 Culture and End-of-Life Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295

11 The “Right” Time and Way to Die . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337

12 Going Home, the Afterlife, and Other Beliefs About Death . . . . . . . 371

13 Bereavement and Grief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 401

14 Giving End-of-Life Spiritual Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421

15 A Look Back, A Look Now, and A Look Forward . . . . . . . . . . . . . 451

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 477

xv



http://www.springer.com/978-1-4939-6802-2


	Contents



