Preface and Acknowledgments

This collection originates from a series of three conferences under the auspices
of the Bucharest Colloquium in Analytic Philosophy. The first took place in 2010,
and it was called The Actuality of the Early Analytic Philosophy. It was followed in
2011 by Frege’s Philosophy of Mathematics and Language and in 2012 by
Philosophy of Mathematics Today.

Most of the papers in the volume were presented, in an earlier version, at one
of these conferences; the remaining essays were specially commissioned. In putting
together the present volume, I have kept the focus on the original idea of the first
conference, namely the contemporary relevance of early analytic philosophy.
Although the papers of this collection are mainly dedicated to a specialized public,
familiar with the issues and methods of analytic philosophy, the volume is designed
so that it can also serve as a useful companion for various introductory courses
covering the origin and the evolution of the analytic tradition.

All Bucharest Colloquiums took place at the University of Bucharest and were
supported, at the institutional level, by the university’s Department of Theoretical
Philosophy and its Center for Logic, History and Philosophy of Science, and by the
Romanian Society for Analytic Philosophy. I am indebted to the Faculty of
Philosophy of the University of Bucharest for making it possible for me to
co-organize this series of colloquiums. At a more personal level, I am grateful to all
of the Bucharest Collogquium’s participants, to my co-organizers—Mircea Dumitru
and Gabriel Sandu—and to the many students who helped ensure that the con-
ferences ran smoothly.

I would like to thank first and foremost the authors for their willingness to
contribute to this collection and for their understanding and forbearance in seeing
this project through. Matthias Schirn deserves special thanks, for in addition to his
essay, he contributed valuable ideas to the project and attracted several valuable
contributors. I also thank Lucy Fleet, my editor at Springer, and William
Demopoulos, the managing editor of The Western Ontario Series in Philosophy of
Science, for their constant assistance and support. I am grateful to Bill for all
the philosophical guidance he gave to me during my graduate years at The
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University of Western Ontario. My interest in analytic philosophy began during my
undergraduate studies at the University of Bucharest with the Frege course of Sorin
Vieru; it was consolidated by Adrian Miroiu’s course on philosophical logic; and it
was established as a constant direction in my academic life by Bill’s graduate
courses on Frege, Russell, Carnap and Co. The appearance of this volume in a
series edited by Bill was a happy coincidence, for Lucy’s suggestion that it be
placed in the Series was given without prior knowledge of my acquaintance with its
managing editor: The present has its roots deep in the past...

Bucharest Sorin Costreie
July 2015
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