Microbes can now be found in nearly every niche the human body offers.
However, the complexity of the microbiota of a given site depends on the
particular environmental condition thereof. Only microbes that are able to
grow under these conditions will prevail. Recent publications imply that the
microorganisms do not only have multiple critical consequences for host
physiological processes, such as postnatal development, immunomodulation
and energy supply, but also effects on neurodevelopment, behaviour and
cognition.

Within this book we will focus on the techniques behind these develop-
ments, epigenomics and on the various parts of the human body, which are
inhabited by microorganisms, such as the mouth, the gut, the skin and the
vagina. In addition, chapters are dedicated to the possible manipulations of
the microbiota by probiotics, prebiotics and faecal transplantation.

I would like to express my gratitude to all chapters’ authors for their con-
tribution to this book and hope that it will be appreciated by readers as well
as it occurred to me as an editor.

Herborn, Germany Andreas Schwiertz
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