
xiii

   1     What Are Dark Sky Places? .....................................................................  1   
  Zoos for Stars ..............................................................................................  1   
  The IDA’s IDSP Scheme .............................................................................  7   
  The Bortle Scale ..........................................................................................  9   
  The Shock of the Milky Way ......................................................................  17   
  Your Dark Sky Place ...................................................................................  21   

    2 Invasion of the Townies .............................................................................  25   
  Introduction .................................................................................................  25   
  One Small Step: And Many More ...............................................................  26   
  “Visit Our Stars” .........................................................................................  29   

    3     Seeking Out the Real Night Sky ..............................................................  33   
  General Information ....................................................................................  33   
  Safety Concerns ..........................................................................................  34   
  Maps of Darkness .......................................................................................  35   
  Dark Sky Places in the United Kingdom ....................................................  35   
  Dark Sky Places in the United States ..........................................................  89   
  European Dark Sky Sites ............................................................................  133   
  Cyprus .........................................................................................................  138   
  Where Are the World’s Darkest Skies? .......................................................  152   

    4 What’s in the Sky? ....................................................................................  155   
  Our Daystar: The Sun and Safe Observing .................................................  158   
  Nighttime Astronomy: Wonders Without End ............................................  170   
  Seasonal Star Charts ...................................................................................  173   

  Contents 



xiv

  Selected Stars: The Stories Behind the Twinkles ........................................  180   
  The Moon, Our Nearest Neighbor—And Nature’s Light Pollution ...........  192   
  Planets: The Moving Lights ........................................................................  194   
  Meteors: Journey’s End ...............................................................................  199   
  Artifi cial Satellites ......................................................................................  200   
  Telescopic Targets .......................................................................................  201   

    5 The Great American Eclipse of August 2017 and Beyond .....................  207   
  The ‘Big One’..............................................................................................  207   
  Future Eclipses of the Sun ..........................................................................  212   
  Terms Used in the Eclipse Diagrams ..........................................................  249   

    6 The Star-Hunter’s Kit ...............................................................................  253   
  Instruments ..................................................................................................  253   
  Accessories .................................................................................................  258   
  Apps ............................................................................................................  259   

    7 Stargazing Etiquette and Hosting Astro- Tourism ..................................  261   
  Stay Safe .....................................................................................................  261   
  Respect Others’ Property ............................................................................  262   
  Keep It Quiet ...............................................................................................  262   
  Night Vision Is Important—And Easily Damaged .....................................  262   
  Use of the Property/Legalities.....................................................................  263   
  Non-Participants .........................................................................................  263   
  Hosting Astro-Tourism ................................................................................  264   

    8     Light Pollution: Thief of the Stars and Mother 
of Dark Sky Tourism .................................................................................  267   
  Veil Across the Universe .............................................................................  267   
  Our Chemical Parents: Stardust in Our Lives .............................................  276   
  The Universe and Us ...................................................................................  277   

    Appendix A IDA International Dark Sky Places (as of April 2016) ........  283   

  Appendix B UK Dark Sky Discovery Sites ................................................  285   

  Appendix C  The Report of the Royal Commission 
on Environmental Pollution ...................................................  287   

  Appendix D Starry Starry Night ................................................................  291   

  Appendix E  100 Places in the United States 
to See the August 2017 Total Eclipse of the Sun ...................  295   

Contents



xv

  Appendix F Further Information ...............................................................  299   

  Appendix G The Bortle Scale and SQM Readings ...................................  303   

  Appendix H Glossary of Astronomy Terms ...............................................  305   

  Appendix I Glossary of Light Pollution Terms..........................................  315    

   Index .................................................................................................................  319    

Contents



http://www.springer.com/978-3-319-33854-5


