Preface

There is a consensus that, when scientific ideas are put into practice, they should
contribute to the improvement of environmental solutions. However, although the
transfer of scientific knowledge into practice has been the object of many activities,
results are poor, and seldom has better science led to better policy.

Three decades ago, we approached the issue of knowledge transfer by consulting
and evaluating the Austrian Cultural Landscape Programme, which was one of the
first in Europe to conduct transdisciplinary research in an effort to make a difference
in the practice of the sustainable use of landscapes. We learned that most of the
expectations scientists had about political actors were not met, and that, conversely,
political actors did not acquire the information they expected from science.
Nevertheless, a few success stories showed that a valuable scientific contribution to
practical solutions is not impossible. We analysed the success stories based on
political science theory and identified various success factors. By advising the
German Federal Environment Agency, one of the key players in Europe in envi-
ronmental policy support, we had the chance to develop our model further and to
generate the RIU (research, integration and utilization) model, which provided the
basis for this book.

Today, the RIU model has proved to be useful in the identification of the key
factors involved in the transfer of scientific knowledge in European and interna-
tional cases. Consideration of these factors allows the development of a road map
for the professionalization of the scientific support for policy. The RIU model is not
an attempt to diminish the importance of numerous innovative institutions and
activities involved in the transfer of scientific knowledge from theory to practice, or
to substitute them. On the contrary, in that the RIU model presents a professional
approach to the identification of key factors involved in knowledge transfer within
the spectrum of existing institutions and activities. One hopes that the ability to
focus on said factors might improve the effectiveness of those efforts, which are
growing rapidly in number. This could even lead to a new profession, one of
“integrators”: people who build bridges successfully between researchers and
political actors.
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