
Preface 

As a development professional, it was always on my mind to blend my 
field experience and knowledge that I acquired by planning and implementing 
various vocational skill development programmes at grass root level with the 
theoretical and research dimension. During my first short trip to Germany for a 
period of two weeks in 2009, I never thought I would do my PhD in this coun-
try, but it happened with the blessings of many people. Certainly, my starting 
days as a PhD student in Germany were not easy in terms of language, different 
culture and life style. Life in Germany taught me not just quality academics and 
research, but also the effectiveness of a planned and systematic approach. All 
these life lessons motivated and inspired me to obtain a doctoral degree from a 
German University. I would never have been able to finish my dissertation 
without the guidance of my supervisor, committee members and help from 
family and friends. 

Foremost, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor 
Prof. Dr. Matthias Pilz who always encourages young aspiring people by giving 
them opportunities to exhibit their talents. I appreciate that he believed in my 
hard work and offered a research scholar position in his department. I am grate-
ful for his continuous support, patience, motivation and providing me with an 
excellent atmosphere for my work. I would also like to thank my dissertation 
exam committee members Prof. Dr. Detlef Buschfeld and Prof. Dr. Marti-
na Fuchs for their insightful comments and questions. 

I am indebted to Dr. Bala Ramani whom I met for a coffee in mid-2008, 
one evening during his visit to South India. An inspiring person, my mentor who 
encouraged me to do research, facilitated an opportunity to visit Germany in 
2009. Then he introduced me to Prof. Dr. Matthias Pilz. Dr. Bala has always 
supported me in every step of my PhD work and completion of my dissertation, 
not only in my professional career but also in personal life.  

My sincere thanks to Dr. G. Viswanathan, Founder-Chancellor and Vice 
Presidents of VIT University for all the support extended to me to complete my 
doctorate. I thank my colleagues and friends in the University of Cologne: Lea 
Zenner, Katrin Rasch, Susanne Berger, Antje Wessels, Junmin Li, Sabrina Edel-
ing, Markus Bohlen, Jun Li, Urs Frey, Sarah Pierenkemper, David Meinhard 
and Blanka von Zitzewitz for their stimulating academic discussions and timely 
support. 

I am grateful to the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) and the 
Center for Modern Indian Studies at the University of Cologne (CMIS-UC) for 
funding my fellowship, without their support I would not have had an oppor-
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tunity to complete my PhD in Germany. I also thank DAAD for financial sup-
port to publish my PhD dissertation. 

A special thanks to Prof. Seenivasan, Prof. Palanithurai, Prof. Uma, Prof. 
Shankar, Prof. Paul and Prof. Sudhagar who supported me in a number of ways 
in finishing my dissertation. It is a pleasure to thank my friends particularly 
Muthukumar, Udaya, Sunil and Kishna for their strength and support to me 
through the good and bad times of this wonderful journey. 

Last but not the least, I would like to thank my family: Meenatchi, my be-
loved mother and also my brothers Natarajan, Kamaraj, Palani and Babu for 
always being there. They and Ramasamy, my father, who rests in peace, forged 
my personality and share credit on every goal I achieve. 

Dr. Muthuveeran Ramasamy 
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