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Abstract This paper explores the repurchase and remanufacture decision of the
monopolist who produce a durable product that can be used for two periods. It turns
out that the remanufacture decision is profitable only when the production cost,
consumers’ opinion on the remanufactured product subject to some conditions. And
the revenue under remanufacture decision is increasing as the cost of new product
increases. We also find that, it brings market volume increase effect instead of can-
nibalization, which makes the remanufacture behavior beneficial to the monopolist.
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1 Introduction

For a long time, remanufacturing has been popular globally. Because in someway it is
beneficial to reducing the natural resource usage and alleviate the environment bur-
den. It is estimated that the total annual sales in the US is $53 billion in 1997, covering
more than 72,000 remanufacturing firms. Also some famous companies, such as
BMW, IBM, DEC et al. have already proved that remanufacturing is profitable.

However, it is difficult to make the remanufacture decision for the insufficiency
of guidance that the managers can follow. All the mangers seem afraid that the
remanufactured product may bring the cannibalization effect since those product
has the similar or the same function as the new product. “Under which conditions
will the remanufacture decision brings more benefit than the cannibalization
effect?” More management acknowledges are needed for those managers to make
differentiated and effective remanufacturing decisions.

Therefore, the goal of this paper is to provide some useful guidance for the
manufacturer to make remanufacturing decisions. We will explore profitable con-
ditions for the repurchase and remanufacture decision by taking the following factors
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into consideration: (1) The cost of remanufactured product is lower than the new
product. (2) Remanufactured product usually have lower valuation from the con-
sumers. (3) The repurchased price of the used product is a decision variable, which
will have an impact on the supply of the remanufactured product in the second period.

There have been extensive researches on the remanufactured product. One of the
most important direction is that the probability of the remanufacturing. Ayres and
Ferrer [1] evaluates the economics of remanufacturing and points out some prob-
lematic issues specific to remanufacturing that have a substantial impact on prof-
itability. Ferrer andAyres [2] analyzes themacroeconomic impact of remanufacturing
and confirm the intuition that it promotes demand for labor and reduces the con-
sumption of raw materials. DeboL and Van Wassenhove [3] makes research on the
pricing strategy and combined technology choice of the remanufactured product and
new product. Ferguson and Toktay [4] analyzes the remanufacture decision of the
monopolist when there is a third party that is remanufacturing.Heese et al. [5] explores
the effect of the remanufacture decision on the revenue. Guide and Li [6] points out
that the heterogeneity of the consumers makes a great difference to the monopolist’s
remanufacture decision. Another important stream is about studies on the pricing
decisions of the monopolist. Ding et al. [7] studies the pricing decision of the
monopolist under different market share from the perspective of the consumer. Liu
and Tan [8] studies the remanufacturing strategy for monopolist based on the con-
sumers’ type. Other related paper includes [9–13].

However, by summarizing the papers mentioned, it can be concluded that the
buy-back cost of used product from the consumer is not taken into the model as a
decision variable. In their model, they regard the volume of returned product as a
given variable, which has nothing to do with the buy-back price. However, in reality,
the volume of the returned products is greatly impacted by the price of the monopolist
announced. So in this paper, the writer try to answer whether the remanufacture
decision is still profitable when the buy-back cost is regarded as a decision variable.
And how the best solution changes when the given variables changes.

2 Assumptions and Consumer Utility Analyse

2.1 Summary of Nominations

The nominations in the paper is summarized as Table 1.

2.2 Model Assumptions

Assuming that the monopolist manufactures a durable product, which can be used
for two periods. Consumers who purchases the product in the first period can
choose to sell the used product to the monopolist or remain it to the second period.
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The salvage of the product at the end of the first period is dh and is 0 at the end of
the second period.

As for the monopolist, the whole process can be divided into three parts. In the
first period, the monopolist announces the price of the product. Before the second
period begins, the monopolist decides whether to repurchase the used products from
the consumer and remanufacture. If the monopolist does make the remanufacture
decision, he will announce the repurchase price s and the price of the remanufactured
product pr. If not, the monopolist announces the price for the new product. As for the
consumer, they are heterogeneous with respect to their willingness to pay for the new
product. For simplicity, we assume it is θ, uniformly distributed between 0 and 1.
The consumers arrive at the markets in two periods, N1 and N2 respectively in the
first and second period. The consumers buy one product at most and they decide
whether to buy according to the utility model. In the first period, if the consumer’s
willingness to pay is larger than the price, the consumer will buy the product. At the
beginning of the second period, the consumer will sell their used products to the
monopolist on the condition that s is larger. As the second period begins, the con-
sumer will make a decision between the new and remanufactures products after
comparing the utility they can obtain. The timeline is as Fig. 1 represents.

Table 1 Nominations in model

Parameters Definition

cn Manufacturing cost of new product

cr Manufacturing cost of remanufactured product

d Consumer value discount of used product at the end of first period

dr Consumer value discount of remanufactured product

p1 Sales price of the new product

pr Sales price of the remanufactured product

s The monopolist’s repurchased price of the used product

1.The monopolist announce

2. Consumer decide whether to buy

or not 

1. The monopolist announce

2. Consumer decide to buy new or

remanufactured product according to his 

utility.

1. The monopolist announce 

2. Consumers decide whether to

resell their used product

The first period 
time before the 

second period The second period

1.The monopolist announce

2. Consumer decide whether to buy 

or not 

1p

s

1. The monopolist announce

2. Consumer decide to buy new or 

remanufactured product according to his 

utility.

rp

1. The monopolist announce 

2. Consumers decide whether to

resell their used product

Fig. 1 Timeline of the model
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2.3 Consumer Utility Analysis

The utility of buying the product in the first period is U1 ¼ h� p1. When
U1 ¼ h� p1 [ 0, the consumer chooses to buy the product. Consequently the
demand in the first period is

d1 ¼ ð1� p1ÞN1 ð1Þ

At the end of the first period, the monopolist announces the repurchase price
s. Consumers’ restrictive value to the product is dh. When dh\ s, the consumer
chooses to sell their used product to the monopolist. Therefore, the collecting
volume of the used products at the end of the first period is

qrðsÞ ¼ N1

Zs

p1

f ðdhÞ ¼ N1ðsd� p1Þ; dp1\ s \d ð2Þ

At the second period, if the consumer chooses to buy the new product, the utility
is U2N ¼ h� p2. On the contrary, for the remanufactured product, the utility is
U2R ¼ drh� pr. When U2N [U2R and U2N [ 0, the consumer choose to buy the
new product. That is to say h� p2 [ drh� pr. It is easily to say that if pr [ drp2, the
utility of buying new product is always larger than buying remanufactured product,
which will be of no sense in this paper. Therefore, we constrict the discussion under
the situation when pr\drp2. The demand of new product in the second period is

d2n ¼ 1� p2 � pr
1� dr

� �
N2 ð3Þ

When U2R [U2N and U2R [ 0, consumer choose the remanufactured product.
Then the demand of the remanufactured product in the second period is

d2r ¼ p2 � pr
1� dr

� pr
dr

¼ drp2 � pr
ð1� drÞdr N2 ð4Þ

For consumers whose restrictive value less than pr
dr
will buy nothing.

3 Model and Analysis

3.1 The Benchmark Case When the Monopolist
of No Remanufacturing

If the monopolist decide to not remanufacture, the demand of the new products in
the first period is dN1 ¼ ð1� p1ÞN1. Demand of the second period is
dN2 ¼ ð1� p1ÞN2.
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The profit formula of the monopolist is

max
p1

P�
Nðp1Þ ¼ ðp1 � cnÞðdN1 þ dN2 Þ ð5Þ

So the solution is:

p�1 ¼
cn þ 1
2

; p�2 ¼
cn þ 1
2

; d�1 ¼ ð1� cnÞN1

2
; d�2 ¼ ð1� cnÞN2

2

P�
N ¼ ð1� cnÞ2

4
ðN1 þN2Þ

Proposition 1 When the monopolist did not remanufacture, the best solution is

p�1 ¼ p�2 ¼ cn þ 1
2 . The revenue is P�

N ¼ ð1�cnÞ2
4 ðN1 þN2Þ.

3.2 When Monopolist Decide to Repurchase
and Remanufacture

According to the former demand analysis, it is easily to obtain that the demand of
the new and remanufactured products is as the formula (1)–(4) shows. Then the
revenue formula of the two period is

max
p1;s;pr

Pr
Tðp1; s; prÞ ¼ ðp1 � cnÞd1 � ðsþ crÞ � qrðsÞþ ðp1 � cnÞd2n þ pr

�minðqrðsÞ; d2rÞ ð6Þ

According to the relationship of the demand and supply of the remanufactured
products, it could be divided into two situations, d2r � qrðsÞ and d2r � qrðsÞ. In the
following analysis, the condition of d2r � qrðsÞ is taken as an example. When
d2r � qrðsÞ, that is to say pr � drp2 � ðsd � p1Þ N1

N2
ð1� drÞdr.

Under this condition, the revenue of the monopolist is

max
p1;s;pr

Pr
Tðp1; s; prÞ ¼ ðp1 � cnÞd1 � ðsþ crÞ � qrðsÞþ ðp1 � cnÞd2n þ pr � d2r ð7Þ

s:t pr\drp2
dp1\s� d

pr � drp2 � ðs
d
� p1ÞN1

N2
ð1� drÞdr

The first constraint pr\drp2 guarantees that the price of the remanufactured
product won’t be too high to have no market. The second one dp1\s\d assures
that the repurchased price is set among the bound of the consumers’ restrictive
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value for the used products. The third one pr � drp2 � ðsd � p1Þ N1
N2
ð1� drÞdr make

sure that the demand of the remanufactures product is no large than the supply of
the used products at the beginning of the second period.

When the variables are substituted into the revenue formula (7), the Hessian
matrix is

H ¼
�2N1 � 2N2

1�dr
N1

2N2
1�dr

N1 � 2N1
d 0

2N2
1�dr

0 � 2N2
ð1�drÞdr

2
664

3
775

It could be easily proved that the Hessen matrix is negative. So the revenue
formula is negative and there exists the best solution.

In the following solution, we focus on the Lagrange Multipliers and on the
orthogonality conditions of the Karush-Kuhn-Tucker theorem. Parameters in the
equation meet the following inequalities.

0\dr\1 0\d\1 dr [ d cn [ cr

The Lagrange multipliers and the Karush-Kuhn-Tucker optimality conditions
are:

Lðpr; s; p1Þ ¼ ðp1 � cnÞð1� p1ÞN1 � ðsþ crÞ � N1ðsd� p1Þþ ðp2 � cnÞ 1� p2 � pr
1� dr

� �
N2þ pr � drp2 � pr

ð1� drÞdr N2

þ k1ðdrp2 � prÞþ k2ðs� dp1Þþ k3½pr � drp2þðs
d
� p1ÞN1

N2
ð1� drÞdr� þ k4ðd� sÞ

@Lðpr; s; p1Þ
@p1

¼ N1ð1þ sþ cn þ cr � 2p1ÞþN2
1þ cn � 2p1 þ 2pr

1� dr
þ drk1 � dk2 � ðdr þ N1ð1� drÞdr

N2
Þk3 ¼ 0

@Lðpr; s; p1Þ
@pr

¼ N2ð�cn þ p1Þ
1� dr

� N2pr
ð1� drÞdr þ

N2ð�pr þ p1drÞ
ð1� drÞdr � k1 þ k3 ¼ 0

@Lðpr; s; p1Þ
@s

¼ �N1ðsþ crÞ
d

� N1ðsd� p1Þþ k2 þ N1ð1� drÞdrk3
dN2

� k4 ¼ 0

k1ðdrp1 � prÞ ¼ 0

k2ðs� dp1Þ ¼ 0

k3½pr � drp1 þðs
d
� p1ÞN1

N2
ð1� drÞdr� ¼ 0

k4ðd� sÞ ¼ 0

k1; k2; k3; k4 are either zero or positive, as one of the most important property of
Lagrange multipliers. If k2 [ 0, then s� dp1 ¼ 0, which means no consumer will
sell their used products to the monopolist and there would no remanufactured
product in the second period. Similarly, if k1 [ 0, then drp2 � pr ¼ 0, which means
all the consumer choose to buy the new product in the second period. In this
condition, there will be no difference with the remanufacture decision. Therefore,
there must be k1 ¼ k2 ¼ 0. And it could be divided into four scenarios to examine.
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By analyzing, the best solution exists under the condition k4 ¼ 0; k3 [ 0, which
is

p1 ¼

ð2ð1þ cnÞð�N2
2 þ 2ð1þ cnÞN2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2ð�dcr � 2ðdþ dr � d2r Þþ cnð�2dþð�2þ dÞdr þ 2d2r ÞÞÞ
drf�2dð1þ cnÞN2

2 þN2
1ð�1þ drÞðdþ dcn þ 2cr þ 2drÞ

A

pr ¼ N1N2½�3d� crð2þ d� 2drÞ � 2dr þ ddr þ 2d2r þ dcnð�3þ 2drÞ�g
A

s ¼ �df�2ð1þ cnÞN2
1ð�1þ drÞdr þBþN1N2½dþð�2þ dÞcr þ 2dr � 2d2r þC�g

A
A ¼ ð�4dN2

2 þ 4N2
1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2ðð�4þ dÞd� 4dr þ 4d2r ÞÞ

B ¼ N2
2 ½d� 2cr þ cnðdþ 2drÞ�

C ¼ cn½d� ð�4þ dÞdr � 2d2r �

Because k3 [ 0, there must be p�r ¼ drp2 � ðsd � p1Þ N1
N2
ð1� drÞdr ¼ 0, which

means the supply and demand of the remanufactured products are the equal. Then
pr\drp2, since ðsd � p1Þ N1

N2
ð1� drÞdr [ 0. Therefore, the best solution should be

subjected to the constraints s[ dp1 and s\d.
So the best solution subject to

cn ��cn; cn ���cn

�cn ¼ � dþ 2cr
d� 2dr

��cn ¼ �ð3dþ 2crÞN2
2 þ 2N2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2ðð�3þ dÞdþð�2þ dÞcr � 2dr þ 2d2r Þ
ð�N2 þN1ð�1þ drÞÞð2N1dr þN2ðdþ 2drÞÞ

The optimized demand is as follows:

d1 ¼

N1f1þ ½2d 1þ cnð ÞN2
2 � 2 1þ cnð ÞN2

1 �1þ drð Þdr þ
N1N2 dcr þ cn 2d� �2þ dð Þdr � 2d2r

� �þ 2 dþ dr � d2r
� �� 	g

A

d2 ¼

N2ð2dð�1þ cnÞN2
2 þN2

1dr½�2� d� ð�2þ dÞcn � 2cr þ 2dr� þ
N1N2f�2dþ d2 þ cr d� 2drð Þ � 2dr � ddr þ 2d2r þ 2cn d� �1þ dð Þdr½ �gÞ

A

dr ¼ qu ¼ N1N2ðN1 þN2Þðdþ 2cr þ cnðd� 2drÞ
A

A ¼ ð�4dN2
2 þ 4N2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2ðð�4þ dÞd� 4dr þ 4d2r ÞÞ

Proposition 2 Only under the condition when dþ cr\dr and cn 2 ½�cn;��cn�, the
remanufacture decision makes sense.
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Proof If dþ cr [ dr, then the inequality � dþ 2cr
d�2dr

[ 1 and cn ��cn ¼ � dþ 2cr
d�2dr

[ 1
will hold. Since the manufacturing cost of product is between ð0; 1Þ. So there will
be no solution. Therefore, the converse to be true.

At this time, the monopolist best solution is:

p1 ¼ ð2ð1þ cnÞð�N2
2 þ 2ð1þ cnÞN2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2ð�dcr � 2ðdþ dr � d2r Þþ cnð�2dþð�2þ dÞdr þ 2d2r ÞÞÞ
A

pr ¼

drf�2dð1þ cnÞN2
2 þN2

1 ð�1þ drÞðdþ dcn þ 2cr þ 2drÞþ
N1N2½�3d� crð2þ d� 2drÞ � 2dr þ ddr þ 2d2r þ dcnð�3þ 2drÞ�g

A

s ¼ �df�2ð1þ cnÞN2
1ð�1þ drÞdr þBþN1N2½dþð�2þ dÞcr þ 2dr � 2d2r þC�g

A
A ¼ ð�4dN2

2 þ 4N2
1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2ðð�4þ dÞd� 4dr þ 4d2r ÞÞ

B ¼ N2
2 ½d� 2cr þ cnðdþ 2drÞ�

C ¼ cn½d� ð�4þ dÞdr � 2d2r �

The optimized revenue is

� ððN1 þN2Þðdð�1þ cnÞ2N2
2 � ð�1þ cnÞ2N2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2ðdþ dcr þ c2r
þ dr � d2r þ c2nðd� ð�1þ dÞdrÞþ cnðð�2þ dÞdþ crðd� 2drÞ � ð2þ dÞdr þ 2d2r ÞÞÞÞ

" #

ð�4dN2
2 þ 4N2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2ðð�4þ dÞd� 4dr þ 4d2r ÞÞ

Proposition 2.2 proves that remanufacturing is profitable only when the consumers
remain a high value to the remanufactured product, which is bigger than the total
value of the salvage of the used product and the remanufacture cost. It tells us the
management sight that when the monopolist is making the remanufacture decisions,
he should not only consider the remanufacture cost, but also the popularity of the
remanufactured product among the consumers. Therefore, the monopolist can
disseminate the remanufactured product among the consumers to implement
repurchase and remanufacture decisions.

Comparing the revenue of proposition 1 and 2, we could obtain:

Lemma 1 If dþ cr\dr and cn 2 ½�cn;��cn�, then remanufacturing is always more
profitable. And the revenue advantage is bigger as the manufacturing cost of new
product increases.

Proof

Y
R

�
Y
NR

¼ � N1N2 N1 þN2ð Þ dþ 2cr þ cn d� 2drð Þð Þ2
4 �4dN2

2 þ 4N2
1 �1þ drð Þdr þN1N2 �4þ dð Þd� 4dr þ 4d2r

� �� � [ 0

Let N1 ¼ 1;N2 ¼ 1; d ¼ 0:4; dr ¼ 0:7; cr ¼ 0:2; cn 2 ½0:8; 0:91�, we can also see
this property as Fig. 2 shows.
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Lemma 2 If the monopolist chooses to remanufacture, it could enlarge the market
quota and the increase effect is becoming more obvious as the cost of new product
increases.

Proof Let

dg ¼ d
0
1 þ d

0
2 þ d

0
r � d1 þ d2ð Þ ¼ N1N2ðN1 þN2Þðdþ 2cr þ cnðd�2drÞÞð2þ d�2drÞ

�8dN2
2 þ 8N2

1 ð�1þ drÞdr þ 2N1N2ðð�4þ dÞd�4dr þ 4d2r Þ
When

cn 2 ½�cn;��cn�, it is easily to prove that dg [ 0. So the total demand is always bigger
for the new and remanufactured product than new products only. And
@dg
@cn

¼ N1N2ðN1 þN2Þðd�2drÞð2þ d�2drÞ
�8dN2

2 þ 8N2
1 ð�1þ drÞdr þ 2N1N2ðð�4þ dÞd�4dr þ 4d2r Þ

[ 0, so the lemma could be

proved.
Solving the condition under the condition of d2r � qrðsÞ, the same solution could

be obtain.

4 Solution Analysis

Let N1 ¼ 1;N2 ¼ 1; d ¼ 0:4; dr ¼ 0:7; cr ¼ 0:2; cn 2 ½0:8; 0:91� we could get the
property of the best solution p�1; p

�
r ; s

� and the revenue.
From Fig. 3 we can see that the revenue is decreasing as the manufacturing cost

of new product increase. It is easily understood that when all the other parameters
remain unchanged, as the cost becomes larger, the profit of each product is
decreasing. Since consumers’ valuation is the same as before, the sales price did not
change.

Furthermore, we try to understand the revenue from the perspective of new
product and remanufactured product prospectively just as Fig. 4 represents. From
the graph, we can see that. Their margin profit are both decreasing as the manu-
facturing cost of new product increases. However, the decreasing rate of remanu-
factured product is slower than the new product. It give us the management sight
that for products with large manufacturing cost, remanufacture decision is more
beneficial and profitable.

0.82 0.84 0.86 0.88 0.90
cn

0.0002

0.0004

0.0006

0.0008

0.0010

0.0012

R NRFig. 2 The revenue gap
property as cn changes
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Proposition 3 Under the situation dþ cr\dr and cn 2 ½�cn;��cn�; the monopolist best
solution p�1; p

�
r ; s

� increase as the cost of new product increase.

Proof The first derivative of p�1; p
�
r ; s

� to cn is as follows:

@p�1
@cn

¼ �2dN2
2 þ 2N2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2½�2dþð�2þ dÞdr þ 2d2r �
�4dN2

2 þ 4N2
1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2½ð�4þ dÞd� 4dr þ 4d2r �

A ¼ �4dN2
2 þ 4N2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2½ð�4þ dÞd� 4dr þ 4d2r �

It is easily to see that A\0, the third item in the numerator can be simplified to
N1N2½�2dþð�2þ dÞdr þ 2d2r � ¼ N1N2½2drð�1þ drÞþ dðdr � 2Þ�\0, so the

numerator is negative. Therefore @p�1
@cn

[ 0 holds.

0.80 0.82 0.84 0.86 0.88 0.90
cn

0.006

0.008

0.010

0.012

0.014

0.016

0.018

0.020
RevenueFig. 3 The revenue property

as cn changes

margin profit of new product

margin profit of remanufactured product

0.82 0.84 0.86 0.88 0.90
cn

0.05

0.06

0.07

0.08

0.09

0.10
Margin profitFig. 4 Margin profit property

as cn changes
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@p�r
@cn

¼ dðN1 þ 2N2Þ½�N2 þN1ð�1þ drÞ�dr
A

[ 0

@s�

@cn
¼ ½�N2 þN1ð�1þ drÞ�ð2N1dr þN2ðdþ 2drÞÞ

A
[ 0

Just like the number analysis shows in Fig. 5.

Proposition 4 Under the situation dþ cr\dr and cn 2 ½�cn;��cn�; the monopolist best
solution p�1; p

�
r ; s decrease as the cost of remanufactured product increase.

Proof

@p�1
@cr

¼ drN1N2

�4dN2
2 þ 4N2

1ð�1þ drÞdr þN1N2½ð�4þ dÞd� 4dr þ 4d2r �
\0

@p�r
@cr

¼ N1½�N2ð2þ dÞ � 2dr� þ 2N1ð�1þ drÞdr
A

\0

@s�

@cr
¼ d½ðd� 2ÞN1 � 2N2�N2

A
\0

5 Conclusion

After taking the buy-back cost of the used product, the problem becomes more
difficult and interesting. We can see that the remanufacture decision is profitable
only when the production cost, consumers’ opinion on the remanufactured product
subject to some conditions. And the revenue under remanufacture decision is
increasing as the cost of new product increases. We also find that, there is market
volume increase effect instead of cannibalization, which make the remanufacture
behavior beneficial to the monopolist.
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However, our focus on the supply side of the remanufactured product inspires
many questions for further research. First, when the monopolist repurchases the
used product, the buy-back price could be different for products of diverse usage
condition. Second, consumers without buying the product in the first period can
remain in the market until the second period. Third, the capacity constraints on the
new product can also be an interesting issue. Future study on these problems may
provide interesting new insights for firms that consider remanufacturing.
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