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Preface

The idea of this book was first shaped and later developed during the 
time I worked as an Assistant Professor of Media and Communication 
Studies at Erasmus University (EUR) in the Netherlands. It must be 
mentioned here that the academic environment at EUR inspired me to 
write and pursue the idea of this book as I found encouragement, guid-
ance, and different kinds of support from many colleagues, especially 
Jeroen Jansz, Susanne Janssen, Jacob Groshek, David Novak, Yuping 
Mao, Emma Hamilton, and Joyce Neys. From Canada, I have to thank 
the following professors for their encouragement and support: Yasmin 
Jiwani (Concordia University), Karim Karim (Carleton University), 
and Sandra Gabriel (Concordia University). Finally, I am indebted to 
my family for giving me the time to complete this book, especially my 
lovely daughters: Wejd and Rend. This book is dedicated to my wife, 
Alaa Al-Musalli, who kindly acted as a second coder in the data analy-
sis. I must also express my sincere thanks to Palgrave Macmillan’s copy 
editors and media and communication editors especially Felicity Plester, 
Martina O’Sullivan, and Heloise Harding for their continuous support, 
understanding, and encouragement to pursue this project despite the 
long delays that occurred. Finally, some parts of this book have appeared 
in other peer-reviewed publications.
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