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Comment: Some sections and chapters (plus, some subsections, or theorems, or even a few
particular paragraphs in a proof in Chapters 1–5, etc.) in the body of this text are marked with
the o-symbol. This is done if at most a moderate portion of the material therein will be
required later, and if the decision on whether or not to include it can be postponed until the
need or the desire arises. Such material should seldom be omitted entirely. The *-symbol is
used to indicate that at least some users of this text will be likely to omit these parts due to
time constraints or choice. Hopefully, all instructors will have time for at least some of these
sections. In either the o-case or the *-case, an instructor could be reasonably lax on the details
while discussing the importance, and leaving the details to self study by students with the
capacity and interest. (A *-ed exercise is more substantial.)
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