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Preface

The Spanish Civil War (1936–1939) was one of the greatest military 
conflicts between the two world wars of the twentieth century. The ideo-
logical nature and the involvement of foreign powers in the conflict have 
been attractive subjects for historians. Nevertheless, Spain’s civil conflict 
was essentially fought by Spanish armies (navies and air forces are beyond 
the scope of this monograph). Surprisingly, this fact seems to have gone 
unnoticed by most academic historians. This situation stems from the 
scarce interest in the military history of Spain after the Napoleonic Wars 
that they displayed until recently. It is not that the Spanish army is miss-
ing from their works, but they deal with the military as a political actor, 
a social group or a bureaucratic institution. Unfortunately, such scholar-
ship has not fostered a similar interest in warfare-related issues.

It is an exaggeration to say that the Spanish armies of the Civil War 
are unknown, but there is more than a grain of truth in it, especially in 
relation to military professional matters such as tactics, logistics, training, 
small unit leadership and so on. On the other hand, the regular offic-
ers in both sides were those of the pre-war Spanish army under differ-
ent caps. Therefore, the performance of the armies on the battlefield 
depended very much on the way the Spanish military prepared for war 
before 1936. This last issue has been neglected in academic scholarship 
and is precisely the main subject which this monograph is to address.

This book intends to explore the attitudes of the Spanish mili-
tary towards the evolution of warfare during the early decades of the 
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twentieth century and their influence on the armies of the Spanish Civil 
War. The campaigns fought in Morocco by the Spanish army during 
this period have received only limited attention, since their influence 
on Spanish battlefield doctrine was limited. A partial exception has 
been made with the campaign of Melilla (1909) because it was a test-
ing ground for new infantry tactics and the machine gun. On the other 
hand, although the emphasis is on professional topics, the present author 
thought necessary to include a survey of the civil–military relations, 
which influenced—and were influenced by—the internal problems of the 
officer corps during the period under consideration.

A problem found during the research for this monograph was that the 
records available in the military archives for the period 1899–1936 were 
fragmentary and dispersed, whereas the present author lacked enough 
funding and time to delve into these archives exhaustively. This fact 
makes it very difficult to reach definitive conclusions about some of the 
topics discussed in this monograph. By contrast, there are lots of records 
of the Civil War waiting to be exploited, but the same financial and time 
constraints only allowed the present author to examine a limited num-
ber of files. Nevertheless, it is hoped that, together with the published 
primary sources, enough evidence has been found and presented as 
to broaden significantly the scholarship on the Spanish army. So far as 
the present author is aware, no other academic work dealing with this 
subject has been written before.

The present author is grateful to the staff of the following institu-
tions, whose collections were the foundation of this book: Archivo 
General Militar de Ávila; Archivo General Militar de Madrid; Archivo 
General Militar de Segovia; Biblioteca de Aragón, Saragossa; Biblioteca 
Central Militar, Madrid; Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid; Centro de 
Documentación, Ministerio de Defensa, Madrid; Hemeroteca Municipal, 
Saragossa; and King’s College London Library. Special mention must 
be made of the staff of the library of the Academia General Militar, 
Saragossa, whose collections were extremely helpful in the final phase of 
research for this book.

The present author is also grateful to the publisher and journals for 
allowing him to use contents of the works mentioned below. Chapters 2 
and 6 include contents which were first published in ‘Enseñanza supe-
rior militar y corporativismo de Estado Mayor en el Ejército español, 
1893–1932’, in La enseñanza militar en España: 75 años de la Academia 
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General Militar en Zaragoza (Madrid: Ministerio de Defensa, Secretaría 
General Técnica, 2003), pp. 365–371. Most of the content of Chap. 8 
was first published in ‘De la División Orgánica a la Brigada Mixta. La 
evolución de las Grandes Unidades en España, 1914–1939’, Revista de 
Historia Militar, 93 (2003), pp. 109–134. Chaps. 9 and 10 include con-
tents which were first published in ‘The Spanish Military and the Tank, 
1909–1939’, Journal of Military History, 80 (2016), pp. 757–780.

The present author wishes to express his special gratitude to several 
persons who played key roles in turning an undeveloped idea into this 
book. Professor Philip Sabin, of the Department of War Studies at King’s 
College London, accepted to supervise a doctoral dissertation on what 
was a rather arcane subject at the time and put up with the annoyance of 
the long-distance supervision of a very unpredictable research student. 
This book owes much to his advice and insightful criticism. The enthu-
siasm and encouragement of Professor Geoffrey Jensen, of the Virginia 
Military Institute, turned an informal exchange of views on common 
scholarly interests into a decision to write this monograph. His com-
ments on several draft chapters and his assistance in looking for a pub-
lisher were invaluable as well. At Palgrave Macmillan, the present author 
would like to thank Emily Russell, who got the proposal accepted, and 
Carmel Kennedy, who put up patiently with delays, clarified doubts, and 
helped to sort out difficulties. Last but not least, the present author’s 
deepest gratitude is to his parents, Vicente and María Pilar. This book 
would never have been possible without their never-ending understand-
ing and generosity.

Zaragoza, Spain 	 José Vicente Herrero Pérez
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