Preface

In 2008, the ambassadors Jeronimo Moscardo, president of Fundacao Alexandre de
Gusmao, and Carlos Henrique Cardim, director of the Instituto de Pesquisa de
Relagoes Internacionais (IPRI), invited me to write an essay on the geopolitics and
the strategic dimension of the United States and to present it at the Third National
Conference on Foreign Policy and International/Politics, held in Rio de Janeiro on
September 29, 2008. The essay was subsequently published by the Fundacao
Alexandre de Gusmao in 2009, along with other works written by me addressing
the geopolitics and strategic dimensiofi” of the United States, Brazil, and South
America.

The uprisings that occurred in/North=Africa and the Middle East after 2010,
however, made me realize it would be nécessary to expand and update the study. I
took it upon myself to do this betweenMarch and November 2012, when the events
were unfolding, i.e., when history was still flowing, always renewing, progressing,
as the waters of a river. But'as Antonio Gramsci taught us, “se scrivere storia
significa fare storia del presente, ¢ grande libro di storia quello che nel presente
aiuta le forze in isviluppe'a divenire pin consapevoli di se stesse e quindi pin
concretamente attive @' fattive.”" This is what I tried to do as Political Scientist.

This work—The Second Cold War—The Geopolitics and Strategic Dimension of
the United States (Fromethe Rebellions in Eurasia to North Africa and the Middle
East)—fleshes out various aspects and builds upon and updates another work of
mine—Formation.of the American Empire (From the War against Spain to the War
in Irag)—published in 2005 by the publisher Civilizacao Brasileira, which has
already beenitranslated and published in Argentina, Cuba, and the People’s Repub-
lic of China:

'“If writing history means making history of the present, a great book of history is one which in the
present moment helps emerging forces to become more aware of themselves and hence more
concretely active and energetic.” Gramsci (2010, p. 48).
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xii Preface

There is no doubt I could not have written this book without relying on the
support of various sources and people, most of whom have asked me not to mention
them. As such, I must thank the ambassadors Jeronimo Moscardo, Carlos Henrique
Cardim, Samuel Pinheiro Guimaraes, Cesario Melantonio, former ambassador to
Iran, Turkey, and Egypt and then Brazilian representative of Middle Eastern
Affairs, and Arnaldo Carrilho, for the support and collaboration they’ve,always
given me. I would also like to extend my gratitude to Professor Paulo Fernando de
Moraes Farias of the Department of African Studies at the University of Birming-
ham (England), my childhood friend who I have often consulted; as well as
Professor Alberto Justo Sosa, who, in spite of his obligations in.Buenos Aires,
was kind enough to proofread the text of all chapters and made several suggestions.

The generous cooperation of these friends and others whoul fail to mention does
not mean they agree with my opinions and conclusionss/And this is why it was of
indispensable value.

St. Leon, June 24, 2013 Luiz Alberto Moniz-Bandeira
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