PREFACE

The ideas for this short book arose from the confluence of four streams of
my life experience: research I carried out, but which in the end I did not use,
for a book recently co-authored with Andrew Fitz-Gibbon ( Welcoming
Strangers: Nomviolent Re-paventing of Childven in Foster Care, New
Brunswick: Transaction Publications, 2016); my work over the last
thirty-four years as a foster carer and teacher of foster care; a reworking of
research for my Ph.D.; and my work in a school for children with special
needs with a carefully worked out policy for nonviolent interventions.
I completed the research and writing of this book during a very busy life as
the abbess of a faith community, working full time in special education, and
as a foster carer, often with a house full of demanding children. In all of that I
am grateful for so many who have helped shape the thinking that resulted in
this short book.

I thank my husband, Andy, for all his loving support and encourage-
ment along the way. He has taken on more than his share of the household
chores as I busied myself in the often lonely task of research and writing.

Much of the research for this book took place while I was for three years
a Visiting Scholar at the Center for Development of Human Services,
Research Foundation of SUNY, Buffalo State College. Special thanks go to
Daniel Wasson.

During the work for my Ph.D., I thank those with whom I have worked
most closely over the years at Trinity Theological Seminary: Dr. Pamela
Peterson for help in the early days; Dr. Katheryn Webb for the many
courses I took with her, which were, in part, the inspiration for the topic of
this study; and Dr. Ingrid Buch-Wagler, my dissertation supervisor, for the
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many conversations and gentle promptings along the way. Her advice,
help, and encouragement were invaluable and much appreciated.

I am grateful for the faith community I lead, the Lindisfarne
Community, for the help and support of its members, and for many
conversations over the years.

Friends at the State University of New York College at Cortland have
encouraged me, especially Professors Kathryn Russell, Mechthild Nagel,
and Joseph Rayle, fearless philosophers, educators, and social justice
advocates.

Colleagues, with whom I work at TST BOCES, have been very patient
and kind. I am grateful to the school administration for allowing me time
to attend conferences and to present papers on the work as it progressed.
My good friend and colleague Pamela Talbott has often lent a listening ear.
I am especially grateful to the support team with whom I work. Carol,
Gabe, James, Pat, and Rudi have listened patiently to my developing ideas.

Finally, I thank the Center for Effective Discipline for the work they do
and the permission to use the maps and charts included in this book, taken
from their web site.

Ithaca, NY, USA Jane Hall Fitz-Gibbon
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