PREFACE

This book arose from a research grant from the Australian Research
Council (ARC), originally won by John Uhr and Ryan Walter, both
academics in the School of Politics and International Relations in the
College of Arts and Social Sciences, Australian National University.
This ARC ‘Discovery Program’ grant made possible a number of ear-
lier studies by Walter and Uhr of political rhetoric in Australia. Ryan
Walter moved from the Australian National University to the University
of Queensland, with the original ARC grant being separated into two
independent smaller grants. Uhr and Masters have completed related
studies of political leadership, in both cases originally encouraged by
tormer ANU colleague Paul ‘t Hart. This book arose from later stud-
ies by Adam Masters and John Uhr, using these research funds to bring
together sketches of contemporary Australian political rhetoric with an
intellectual history of neglected foundations of leadership studies associ-
ated with English statesman and philosopher, Sir Francis Bacon. Many
are the links between leadership and political rhetoric but none so direct
as those originally formulated by Bacon, whose neglect in contemporary
leadership studies we hope this modest recovery of Bacon’s reflections on
leadership and rhetoric can help repair.

We have many colleagues to thank for encouraging us to stay the dis-
tance with this unusual blend of Australian political science and inter-
national leadership studies. Dr. Andrew Banfield is Head of the School
of Politics and International Relations at the ANU, and his role has
been important to Uhr’s slow but steady application of ARC resources.
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Professor Thomas Pangle and Prof. Timothy Burns are series editors of
Palgrave’s series ‘Recovering Political Philosophy’ which published Uhr’s
Prudential Political Leadership in 2015 which includes sections on lead-
ership and rhetoric which helped frame the approaches used in this later
Palgrave book. Uhr would also like to thank former colleague Ryan
Walter for his sustained support for the study of political rhetoric, and
Haig Patapan and John Kane, both of Griffith University in Brisbane,
Australia, for their pioneering studies of theories and practices of polit-
ical leadership. Masters would like to thank Prof. Paul ‘t Hart now at
Utrecht University in the Netherlands for his passion and mentorship
in the field of political leadership and Prof. Adam Graycar of Flinders
University in Adelaide, Australia, for his mentorship also.

Acton, Australia Adam B. Masters
John Uhr
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