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This book seeks to examine the process of conquest and colonisation in 
Ulster from the perspective of its indigenous population, acknowledg-
ing that this is only one aspect of the story, albeit one that is unduly 
neglected in existing work on the subject. The reasons for this neglect 
are often cited as the limitations of the primarily-literary Irish-language 
sources to which, it has often been assumed, any historian making such 
a study is limited. While specialists like Marc Caball and Breandán Ó 
Buachalla have ably used this material to explore Gaelic mentalities, this 
work will also demonstrate how English primary documents, such as the 
State Papers and 1641 depositions, can be read against their own rhetori-
cal intentions in order to recover something approaching a native Irish 
history of the plantation. Given the nature of the sources involved, what 
transpires is, strictly-speaking, a story of interaction between native and 
colonist (with the effects on Gaelic society kept firmly in focus), rather 
than a history of events from a native point of view. I hope, however, 
to have shown that such a perspective is far from irretrievable, and to 
encourage other historians to attempt the same.
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