
v

Preface

I first met Daniel Bellingradt during an espresso break in the Hilgenfeld 
Café on the campus of Erfurt University in 2014. When he heard of my 
interest in the study of magic, he mentioned a strange book trade cata-
logue that he had encountered during his doctoral studies. He emailed 
me images of the four pages on the same day, and we loosely agreed 
to write a journal article on the catalogue. The project gathered speed 
about 1 year later, when I discovered that the collection advertised in the 
catalogue survives until this day in Leipzig University Library. We have 
since then worked on our ‘article’, which eventually grew into the pre-
sent book.

‘Interdisciplinarity’ is an often-evoked buzzword in modern academia, 
but only seldom brought to its full potential in the humanities. In fact, 
scholars in the humanities, particularly historians, tend to remain soli-
taries, focused on their niche areas, and published by their lonesome. 
Against this backdrop, the collaboration with Daniel was rewarding 
and inspiring, as we both come from completely different areas, had to 
learn the other’s language and thinking, and also cope with all sorts of 
disagreements which forced us to think ‘outside of our box’ and adjust 
our own interpretations. In our view, interdisciplinarity only gets off 
the ground when one is forced to compose texts together and thereby 
engage in a two-angled analysis of the same material, whereby each of 
the two angles enriches the other. The findings presented here are the 
result of this form of collaboration, and neither of us would have been 
able to present similar findings without the aid and mind of the other. 
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The order of authors given on the title page does therefore not indicate 
lead authorship or intellectual priority but is purely alphabetical. Yet, the 
content analysis of the manuscripts (in Appendix A), which provides the 
basis for much of the book, was done by myself only.

Our acknowledgments go to Sandra Zawrel for her help in editing a 
first draft of the ‘catalogus rariorum manuscriptorum’; Olaf Simons for 
his expert advice on German script; Marco Pasi for his helpful sugges-
tions on some Italian formulations; Asaph Ben-Tov for his feedback on 
some of the Hebrew elements; Thomas Fuchs for his friendly remarks 
on the history of the collection; Carlos Gilly for his precious advice 
and unpublished material on early modern book collections of ‘learned 
magic’; Linda Finnigan for her thorough proofreading of the entire man-
uscript; and Brigitte Pfeil, Marco Frenschkowski, Michael Siefener, and 
Peter Forshaw for their helpful remarks; as well as numerous other col-
leagues who read previous drafts of this book or posed nagging questions 
during public lectures or colloquia. We would also like to thank the Max 
Weber Centre (Erfurt University) and the Institute for the Study of the 
Book (Erlangen-Nuremberg University) for providing decent research 
infrastructure and funding, and our contacts at Palgrave MacMillan, 
foremost Camille Davies, for the speedy and uncomplicated publishing 
procedure.
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