PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Oscar Wilde and the Culturves of Childhood is largely based on the
papers delivered at a one-day conference sponsored by the Center for
Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century Studies, University of California,
Los Angeles, on 29 May 2015. The Center coordinates all of the public
programs held in association with the William Andrews Clark Memorial
Library (UCLA), which houses the largest collection of Wilde-related
materials in the world. My thanks go to Prof. Barbara Fuchs, who
directed both the Center and the Clark Library from 2011 to 2016, for
her support toward the conference. The Center staftf members, especially
Erich Bollmann, Jeanette LaVere, Myrna Ortiz, Kathy Sanchez, Candis
Snoddy, and Alastair Thorne, provided much appreciated administra-
tive and technical assistance that ensured the success of this event. My
gratitude goes to Helen Deutsch, current Director of the Center, for
providing generous support for the various permissions fees. At the Clark
Library, Scott Jacobs, together with David Eng, provided high-resolution
reproductions of several of the figures included both inside and on the
cover of the present volume. Rebecca Fenning Marschall, Philip Palmer,
and Nina Schneider made many items in the Clark’s collections availa-
ble to me during the Library’s temporary closure. Jennifer Camilleri at
the Royal Academy of Arts, London, assisted with the arrangements for
reproducing Fig. 3.1. D.C. Rose and Naomi Wood answered a question
about the accessibility of materials held in the online site, The Oscholars,
for the years 2006-2012.
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Several copyright holders have kindly granted permission for the
inclusion of materials reproduced in Oscar Wilde and the Cultures of
Childbood. The cover image and Figs. 1.1, 1.2, and 5.2 are reproduced
by permission of the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library,
University of California, Los Angeles. George Eastman House granted
permission for the reproduction of Figs. 2.1-2.3. The Royal Academy
of Arts, London, granted permission for the reproduction of Fig. 3.1.
Figures 2.4-2.6 are reproduced with permission from the collection
of Merlin Holland. Figures 4.1-4.9 are taken from the collection of
Lorraine Janzen Kooistra. Figure 5.1 comes from Amanda Hollander’s
personal collection.

I am especially grateful to Merlin Holland for permitting extensive
quotations from Oscar Wilde’s correspondence, which remains under
US copyright through 2038. Merlin Holland has also kindly allowed the
reproduction of quotations from Vyvyan Holland’s two memoirs, Soz of
Oscar Wilde (1954) and Time Remembered after Peve Lachaise (1966).
The Society of Authors (UK) granted permission for the inclusion of a
quotation from Compton Mackenzie’s Sinister Street (1914). My thanks
go to Sarah Baxter, at the Society, for her guidance. The British Library
granted permission for brief quotations from unpublished writings by
Thomas Martin (Add. MS 81758) and Robert Harborough Sherard
(British Library Add. MS 81688). The National Archives of the UK kindly
permitted the reproduction of short extracts from the documents held
in the file relating to Wilde’s prison sentence (HO 144 ,/271,/A58947).
I appreciate the advice that David Sutton (University of Reading) gave me
on the names and addresses of several copyright holders.

Some of the materials contained in Chapter 1 were presented in a
paper, “Oscar Wilde, the Fairy Tale, and the Illustrated Book, 1888-
1928,” which I delivered at “Celebrating the Mark Samuels Lasner
Collection: Rare Books and Manuscripts, Victorian Literature and Art,”
held at the Morris Library, University of Delaware, 17-18 March 2017. 1
am grateful to the University of Delaware for hosting this event.

At Palgrave Macmillan, Benjamin Doyle and Camille Davies offered
extensive advice on the preparation of the manuscript. The contributors
wish to thank the anonymous external reader for such a constructive and
thorough evaluation of our research; the detailed report proved invalu-
able during the final phases of preparing our chapters for the press.

Finally, I wish to express my gratitude to all of the participants in
this volume for their responsiveness in meeting deadlines, chasing up
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permissions, and providing the necessary materials to bring this project
to a close. Margaret D. Stetz, who has always shared her expert knowl-
edge of fin-de-siecle writing with such openhandedness, deserves a par-
ticular note of thanks for discussing with me important aspects of Wilde’s
fairy tales, especially “The Selfish Giant.”

Los Angeles, USA Joseph Bristow
April 2017
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