Preface

We have made major changes to the 2017 version of this report. First, we have
developed a powerful new conceptual approach to measuring the global entrepre-
neurial ecosystem that goes beyond calculating an Index to explore additional
phenomena that are present in entrepreneurship ecosystems. This is presented in
the next section.

Second, we have updated the institutional structure of the Index to reflect better
data as it becomes available, updating nine institutional variables as seen below.
Two of the most important pillars are Human Capital and Technology Absorption.'
Countries need to be able to absorb technology from other countries in order to
innovate and grow—digital technologies are at the forefront of economic growth.
The new structure of the GEI is shown in Table 1. The variables listed in red are all
new and are fully explained in Chap. 6. The Index’s measurement lens is now much
sharper. We have not updated any of the individual-level variables, keeping the same
GEM survey variables.

In order to better understand technology absorption, we have included a more
in-depth examination of digital technology and its impact in shaping both the
entrepreneurial ecosystem and the global economy in general. We introduce four
measures of the digital entrepreneurial ecosystem to start a discussion of technological
change in more than 75 countries. This is presented in Chap. 2.
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Table 1
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The structure of the GEI
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