
 

Preface and Acknowledgements 

The present study attempts to apply a fresh approach to the study of 
literary London and extends prior work on the ideas of psychogeography 
and the literary city. It was accepted as a doctoral dissertation at the 
University of Gießen, Germany in 2016.  

I wish to thank my first supervisor, Ingo Berensmeyer (JLU Gießen) for 
his continuous support and encouragement. His constructive comments 
have challenged and enriched my ideas over the process of writing this 
thesis. I also express my warmest gratitude to my co-supervisor Clare 
Brant (King’s College London) whose suggestions and extraordinary 
insights into eighteenth-century London life and literature were 
invaluable. Without Ingo’s and Clare’s guidance, persistent help and, 
above all, their warm-heartedness, this study would not have been 
possible. Thank you both ever so much!  

I also owe thanks to the International PhD Programme Literary and 
Cultural Studies (IPP). The IPP has enabled me to present and discuss my 
work at various international conferences and has funded two extended 
research stays in London during which I walked in the footsteps of 
eighteenth-century London walkers and was able to dig up literary 
London journeys from the archives of the British Library. It was also 
during these stays that I fell irrevocably in love with London. 

I am indebted to my family and friends whose moral support did a long 
way to helping me through the ups and downs of the dissertation journey. 
My warmest gratitude goes to my husband Patrick and to Carolin and 
Constantin who have made available their support in a number of 
indescribable ways. Thanks also to my friends and colleagues Jule, 
Andrea and Martin for reading parts of my manuscript and for always 
being there for me.  

Finally, my heartfelt appreciation goes to my parents Carla and Christoph 
for their unconditional and lifelong support. It is to them that this book is 
dedicated.  

Gießen, September 2016     Catharina Löffler 



http://www.springer.com/978-3-658-17742-3




