
 

 
 

Preface 

In the third part of this dissertation, I discuss the functioning of a certain kind 
of device and its significance for the claim that the ability to act is a constitu-
tive condition on the capability for spatial perception: Sensory substitution 
devices allow blind persons to find their way with the help of sounds or tac-
tual sensations. In the course of working on this thesis, I was lucky to be able 
to discuss my ideas with many colleagues who helped me not to get lost in 
the various mazes I had to cope with – similar to the way in which sensory 
substitution devices help the blind to orient. 

In particular, I was fortunate to be part of a Research Training Group, 
funded by the Werner Reichardt Centre for Integrative Neuroscience (CIN), 
Tübingen where I collaborated with cognitive neuroscientists Hanspeter Mal-
lot and Wolfgang Röhrich. They helped me to get an understanding of the 
brain mechanisms underlying spatial representations and the way in which 
science tackles issues in this area. Joining the Philosophy of Neuroscience 
Junior Research Group at the CIN offered me the opportunity to discuss my 
work with Chiara Brozzo, Krisztina Orbán, and Katia Samoilova, who gave 
me valuable comments on various occasions. Alex Morgan did a lot to help 
me structure my writing, especially the part on empirical evidence, and he 
always pushed me to clarify my thoughts and put things more clearly. Gregor 
Hochstetter not only has been a constant source of inspiration and construc-
tive criticism; I am glad I can say that he has become a friend. 

I was very lucky to have two extraordinary supervisors. I thank Frank Hof-
mann for inviting me to join the Research Training Group mentioned above, 
for helping me to develop the core questions of my thesis and to get an over-
view and a basic understanding of the pitfalls in the complicated discussion 
of self-consciousness and self-representation. To the same extent, I thank 
Hong Yu Wong for becoming my first supervisor after Frank had moved to 
Luxembourg, for his constant encouragement, criticism and faith in me, and 
for inviting me to become a member of his research group. This offered me 
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the opportunity to organise and attend workshops and conferences with phi-
losophers and scientists from all over the world, discuss my work with the 
excellent members of the group, and provided for a financial basis. Further-
more, to have Thomas Sattig as a third reviewer of my thesis has been an 
honour and I want to thank him for his carefully prepared report. 

Beyond these people, who helped me to develop the topics of my thesis, 
I want to express my thanks to those who let me be able to concentrate on 
my work and went with me through the harder times. My parents supported 
me all along and made sure I never had to worry about my income. My most 
profound thanks, however, I owe to my wife Ilona – it was a long and some-
times challenging journey, I am very glad that she has been by my side.
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