
Contents

1 Impunity and Sexual Assassination in Ciudad Juárez:
Exclusion, Cruising, Collusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
1.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
1.2 Feminicide and Impunity in Ciudad Juárez. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

1.2.1 Feminicide, Industrialization and Globalization
in Ciudad Juárez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

1.2.2 Impunity, Feminicide and the Criminal Justice System
in Juárez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

1.2.3 Forced Abduction and Impunity in the Historical Center
in the Context of the “Drug War” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

1.3 The Centrality of Sexual Assault in Sexual Assassination . . . . . . . 11
1.3.1 Definitions and Centrality: A Contentious Terrain?. . . . . . . 11
1.3.2 Sexual Assassinations as Premeditated Abduction-Rape

Crimes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
1.4 Sexual Assassinations, Disappearances and “Place” . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

1.4.1 Spatial Segregation or Exclusion and Feminicide
in Juárez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

1.4.2 Human Trafficking Disappearances and Impunity
in the Historical Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

1.4.3 The Importance of “Public Space” for Sexual
Assassination. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

1.4.4 A Spatial Analysis of Abduction Zones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Appendix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

2 “Dangerous Streets”: Sexual Assassination, Impunity
and Industrial Zones in Ciudad Juárez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
2.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
2.2 Rape, Sexual Assassination and Impunity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

2.2.1 Rape as an End in and of Itself. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
2.2.2 Impunity Facilitates Sexual Assassination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

xvii



2.2.3 Sexual Assassination not Randomly Distributed
in the City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

2.2.4 Not Everyone Equally at Risk Even
in Industrial Zones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

2.3 City Zones and Everyday Social Activities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
2.3.1 The Spatial Analysis of Sexual Assassination . . . . . . . . . . . 36

2.4 Lethal Walks to and from Work and School in the Poniente,
not Routine Interactions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
2.4.1 Inside the Poniente in the 1990s: A Clustering

of Abductions in the Gema, Juárez and Industrial
Triangle in the 1990s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

2.4.2 Impunity, in and Around Public Schools and Police
Stations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

2.4.3 Further South Down the Railroad Tracks
in the Poniente . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.4.4 Parque Industrial Azteca and Argelia Salazar Crispin’s
Lethal Walk to Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

2.4.5 Janus-Faced Policies Within the Criminal Justice System
Fuel Repetitive Sexual Assassination at the
Neighborhood Level . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

2.4.6 More Deadly Pedestrian Short-Cuts Along the Railroad
Land Corridor in the Northgate Industrial Area. . . . . . . . . . 46

2.4.7 Daylight Public Abduction Locations in the Poniente
Over Time. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48

2.5 More Deadly Pedestrian Commutes and Blitz Auto Attacks
in the South/South-East . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
2.5.1 Sexual Assassination Further Down the Railroad

Tracks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
2.5.2 The Electrolux Area: A Mini-Hot Spot

at the South-Eastern Edge of the City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
2.5.3 Blitz Auto Attacks not Social Disintegration

of the Family in the South and South-East . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
2.6 Repeat Offenders in Dense Urban Contexts:

School Playgrounds and Maquila Bosses at the Border . . . . . . . . . 58
2.6.1 Deadly School Playgrounds and Repeat Offenders . . . . . . . 59
2.6.2 Maquila Boss Suspects at the Border and Obstruction

of Justice by Evasion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
2.7 Discussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.7.1 Poniente, Southern and Border Industrial Areas
as Concentrated Sexual Assassination Zones. . . . . . . . . . . . 64

2.7.2 It Is also About Place . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
2.7.3 Overlap of the Lack of Public/Private Security,

Lack of Vetting of Security Personnel
and Accountability for Sexual Violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

xviii Contents



2.7.4 No [Wo]man’s Land: Ambiguous Responsibility
for Security . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

2.8 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Appendix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

3 Disappearances as Forced Abductions in Ciudad Juárez . . . . . . . . . . 89
3.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89
3.2 Human Trafficking and Sexual Assassination:

Forced Abductions as Commodified Acts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90
3.2.1 Commodification and Feminicide in Ciudad Juárez. . . . . . . 90
3.2.2 Impunity and “Gaps” in the Rule of Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91
3.2.3 The Historical Center in Context. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96
3.2.4 The Poniente, South and South-East . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

3.3 Methods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
3.4 The Historical Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

3.4.1 Unorganized Crime: Auto and Bus Abductions
from the Historical Center of the City (1993–2013) . . . . . . 101

3.4.2 Organized Crime and Lure Abductions: The Valle de
Juarez Human Trafficking Prosecution (2013–2014) . . . . . . 104

3.4.3 Confidence Assaults . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106
3.4.4 Use of Physical Violence: Human Trafficking

as Forced Abduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108
3.4.5 HT and Municipal Police Passivity, Acquiescence

and Protection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
3.4.6 HT and the Vanishing of Higher-Level Detainees. . . . . . . . 110
3.4.7 Mapping Disappearances by Streets in the Historical

Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
3.5 South, South-East and Poniente as Disappearance Hot Spots . . . . . 116

3.5.1 Diffuse Human Trafficking in South-East,
South and Poniente or Linked to Historical Center? . . . . . . 116

3.5.2 Hot Spots and School Environs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
3.6 Discussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121

3.6.1 Patriarchy and Coercion in Forced Abductions . . . . . . . . . . 121
3.6.2 Types of Official Corruption, Scale

and Bribe Estimates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123
3.7 “Push-Pull” Public Security Strategies to Combat

Disappearances in Ciudad Juárez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
3.7.1 High-Risk Zones and Extra Vigilance Plans . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
3.7.2 The Bureaucratic Vicissitudes of Security Cameras

(2005–2009) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127
3.7.3 Sweeps, not Security Cameras in the Historical Center . . . . 128
3.7.4 Not Enough Budget Allocated for Prevention

(2013–2014) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

Contents xix



3.7.5 Amber Alert/Protocol Alba . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133
3.7.6 Crime-Control Theatre?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
3.7.7 New Developments (2014) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
3.7.8 The Credibility Gap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139

3.8 Commodification and a Bi-modal Distribution of Gender-Based
Disappearances in Juárez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
3.8.1 The Historical Center and the Southern

Drift of Hot Spots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
3.8.2 Reducing “Gaps” in the Rule of Law? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

3.9 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146
Appendix 1: Officially Registered Disappearance Report,
2000–2014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148
Appendix 2: “Protocol Alba: Searches North Zone–Women,
Boys and Lost Girls (2014)” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150
Appendix 3: “Updated Information on Cases of Missing Women” . . . . . 152
References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153

4 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161
References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

xx Contents



http://www.springer.com/978-94-024-0937-6


	Contents



