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Abstract In this paper authors try to focus one of the key factors to improve
student performance i.e. text book usage. In this study authors explore association
between students final Semester Grades and text books usage. Scope of study is
limited to only MCA program of Gujarat Technological University students and the
text book of subjects that are not issued for longer period by institute library.
Authors also take assumption that books are not purchased by students as they are
too costly. The aim of this paper is to use correlation and regression methods to
analyze the dataset containing 60 students of MCA semester III students and try to
find out that does the text book usage by student affects the academic performance.
The primary result of experimental analysis shows that if the text book usage
increases, performance of students also increases. The results are important for the
teachers to motivate students towards library as well as institutions to focus on
library utilization.

Keywords Correlation � Linear regression � Academic performance � Higher
education

1 Introduction

As per All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), number of education
institutes and intake have increased exponentially in past decade [1]. Poor results
and quality are key challenges for universities nowadays. Each student can be
classified using into various groups using learning styles [2, 3].
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Data mining or Knowledge Discovery in Database (KDD) is a collection of
advanced analytical techniques to discover knowledge form large amount of data [3,
4, 5]. Data mining techniques are applied successfully in various areas like manu-
facturing, production, customer relationship management, tale-communication,
education for improvements [6, 7].

Many researchers have performed various types of analysis in education area [8].
In this paper, authors have applied correlation and regression methods to find
relation between reading textbooks and academic performance.

This paper is organized as below: Introduction to topic is provided in Sect. 1,
Objectives are defined in Sect. 2, Literature review is discussed in Sects. 3, 4 and 5
discusses experiment and results performed using correlation and regression using
R programming. Conclusion is provided in Sect. 6 and Future work in Sect. 7.

2 Objectives of Study

In current scenario there is a trend of using different online available data that are
not reliable. It is very important to find that how text book usage affects academic
Performance of student [9]. Thus, this study aims to investigate the association
between text book usage and academic performance in higher education. The
objectives are:

1. To find the degree of association between text book usage and academic per-
formance of student.

2. To determine the linear regression equation between text book usage and aca-
demic performance of student.

3 Literature Review

3.1 Related Work: Education Mining

Data Mining can be used in academic to enhance and evaluate the learning process
students [10, 11, 12]. Various data mining techniques are used by various
researchers in various areas for analysis like:

(a) Bhardwaj and Pal have performed research using Bays Classification to found
whether new comer students will be performer or not [13].

(b) Using data analysis, Galit tried to predict the results and to warn students at
risk before their final exams [14].

(c) Decision tree model was used by Al-Radiate, et al to predict the final grade of
students. Three different classification methods namely ID3, C4.5, and the
Naive ayes were used. The outcome of their results indicated that Decision
Tree model had better prediction than other models [15].
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(d) Pandey and Pal applied association rule and try to find the interestingness of
student in opting class teaching language [16].

(e) As per Ayesha, Mustafa, Sitar and Khan, we may use k-means clustering
algorithm to predict student’s learning activities [5].

(f) Jignesh explored Association rule, chi-square and lift techniques to predict
failures [17].

(g) Hijazi and Naqvi performed research using simple linear regression analysis to
discover that the factors like mother’s education and student’s family income
are highly correlated with the student academic performance or not [18].

3.2 Related Work: Correlation and Regression

Correlation technique is used by researchers to find degree association between two
variables. Regression coefficients are useful to predict dependent variable value for
some independent variable. Both techniques are used by many researchers to pre-
dict academic performance of student [18].

(a) Alan Chea et al. Used Data mining technique: correlation to associate various
variables that influence academic performance. These association results were
used to predict student’s academic success [8].

(b) Norman Poh, Ian Smythe used Regression techniques to predict student per-
formance. They predict student performance on basis of student performance
based on self-efficacy, socio-economic background, learning difficulties, and
related academic test results [7].

4 Experiment

4.1 Data Extraction and Transformation

In this paper authors have selected data sets from one of the Largest University
“Gujarat Technological University” of Gujarat and Library log records of “L.
J. institute of computer Applications”, one of the. largest intake college of Master of
computer Applications Program in Gujarat. The Data sample is taken from post
graduate course “Master of Computer Applications” semester III of 60 students.
Steps for Data Extraction, Collection and Transformation

1. Data Selection

a. Data of 2 institutes out of 40
b. Total 60 data collected out of 240
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c. Semester 3 students data taken only for two subjects Statistical Methods
(SM), SOOADM

2. Data Collection

a. University result data was collected from GTU web portal (www.gtu.ac.in)
b. Library log collected from LJMCA Library Software

3. Data Transformation

a. Convert student result grade as quantitative data (Table 1).
b. From Library log records find the frequency of book issued of each student

in subjects SOOADM and SM.
c. Initially data was entered in Notepad as tab delimited file.

4. Tool Used

a. Data Mining Tool- ‘R’

4.2 Technique: Correlation

Ho: Grades and Frequency of book used are positively correlated
Ha: Grades and Frequency of book used are not positively correlated
Steps to find the correlation value in ‘R’

1. Make a Two column tab delimited file. First Column name is Frequency of
Book used as independent variable and second is Grade as dependent variable.

2. Draw scatter plot.
3. Find correlation coefficient (Fig. 1 and Table 2).

In the above scatter plot author find out that in most of the cases as frequency of
book used is increased, grades also increased. In another words there is a positive
correlation between SOOADM text book frequency and grades (Fig. 2 and
Table 3).

In the above scatter plot author find out that in most of the cases as frequency of
book used is increased, grades also increased. In another words there is a positive
correlation between SM book frequency and grades.

Table 1 Academic grade
coding

Grade AA AB BB BC CC FF

New value 5 4 3 2 1 0
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4.3 Technique: Linear Regression

Regression coefficients for Subject SOOADM

Interceptð Þ Grade
1:55323 0:07381

Fig. 1 Scatter plot between
SOOADM text book usage
and grade

Table 2 Correlation
coefficient for subject
SOOADM

Sooadm.book.
frequency

Grade

Sooadm.book.
frequency

1.00 0.0640

Grade 0.0640 1.00

Fig. 2 Scatter plot between
SM text book usage and grade

Table 3 Correlation
coefficient for subject SM

SM.Frequency Grade

SM.Frequency 1.00 0.5270

Grade 0.5270 1.00
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Regression line for Subject SOOADM is
Grade(Y)= 1.5532 + 0.0738 * Sooadm.book.frequency (x)
Regression coefficients for Subject SM

Interceptð Þ Grades
0:6372 0:4588

Regression line for Subject SM is
Grades (Y) = 0.6372 + 0.4588 * SM.Frequency (x)

Here authors find that if the value of independent variable is increased, dependent
variable value also increased but not in the same rate as subject SOOADM.

5 Results and Discussion

We summarize experimental results as in Table 4.
Authors discover:

+ve Correlation
Text book usage and academic performance are positively correlated means if

text book usage increase/decreases, academic performance of student also increase/
decreases.
+ve Regression Coefficients

It states that text book usage and academic performance are positively dependent
to each other.
Predicted Value

Here authors take text book usage value 7 and check academic performance.
For SOODAM subject value is 2.069863 means that if students use text book
effectively at least 7 times in semester then he/she will get at least BC grade in final
semester Exam. For subject SM predicted value is 3.8488 means if students use SM
text book at lease 7 times in semester then he/she will get at least BB grade in final
semester exam.

Table 4 Experimental result summary

Correlation
coefficient

Regression
coefficient

Predicted value when text book
usage is 7

SOOADM 0.06403358 Intercept 1.55323 2.069863

Grade 0.07381

SM 0.5279365 Intercept 0.6372 3.8488

Grades 0.4588
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6 Conclusion

The objective of identifying student academic performance on data mining the text
book usage is achieved. We believe that these results could be important to predict
academic performance of student on the basis of text book usage.

Here authors validate the null hypothesis that text book usage and academic
performance are positively correlated. It is expected that results of the research are
useful for teachers to motivate students towards text book usage.

7 Future Work

We can take more variables that are dependent with academic performance and use
Multivariate analysis to improve results.
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