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Abstract  This chapter looks at the first years of Anglo-Australian crick-
eting relations, which almost entirely consisted of metropole-to-colony 
cultural traffic. This cultural traffic was transmitted via the first interna-
tional tours of English teams to the colony as well as the importation of 
metropolitan players and coaches in the 1860s and 1870s. This resulted 
in Australian cricket in these years largely being an attempt to mimic the 
metropolitan model. The gradual improvement in colonial cricket—and 
especially the first time an Australian Eleven beat an English Eleven in 
1877—was framed as proof that the British ‘race’ had not been ener-
vated in colonial conditions. This was consonant with a broader British 
race patriotism discourse that was prevalent at this time.
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Until the first tour of a (white) Australian cricket team to England in 
1878, most of the cultural traffic between colony and metropole flowed 
one way: metropole → colony. This cultural traffic took the form of 
intermittent tours of English cricket teams organised by various inter-
ested parties as well as the migration of individual players and coaches to 
assist with the development of the game in the colonies. This movement 
of people and teams from the metropole to the Australian colonies pro-
vides a good, notwithstanding unidirectional, illustration of the cultural 
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traffic dynamic and the various ways in which it shaped a British World 
‘node’ like Australia. The changes wrought by this cultural traffic had 
important ramifications for the evolution of an early colonial cricketing 
identity.

Obviously the very first instance of metropole-to-colony cultural 
traffic occurred when the early settlers brought with them a number of 
British games and sports, cricket being one. Cricket clubs were estab-
lished in some colonies as early as the 1830s. These early clubs were 
fashioned on metropolitan models, some even going so far as to copy 
the names of English clubs like the Mary-Le-Bone club in Sydney. The 
ongoing infusion of British cultural traffic was sustained through the vis-
its of travelling British regiments who would play games against these 
colonial clubs. It has been suggested that the popularity of cricket in 
these early years was precisely due to its close identification with the 
metropole—it was the most ‘English of English sports’.1 But although 
these cricket clubs helped the early settlers feel more ‘English’ in their 
strange surroundings, cricket in Australia didn’t really begin to develop 
and expand until the vast increase in British cultural traffic that came 
with the explosion of metropole-to-colony migration in the second half 
of the nineteenth century—that is, with the formation of the British 
World.

The two most influential cricket clubs were the Albert Club in New 
South Wales and the Melbourne Cricket Club in Victoria. And just as 
the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) was the pre-eminent organisational 
and governing body in England, so too did these clubs occupy similar 
positions in Australian colonial society (and it is surely no coincidence 
that the most powerful colonial club—the Melbourne Cricket Club—
shared the same acronym). As David Montefiore has noted, ‘[The leader-
ship of the Melbourne Cricket Club] represented the colonial equivalent 
of the paternalist Tory-Anglican leadership of the senior English county 
clubs’.2 Indeed, many prominent members of these clubs were brought 
up and/or educated in Britain. For example, the prominent sports 
journalist W.J. Hammersley was born in Surrey and educated at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, before migrating to Australia in 1856. He promptly 
joined the Melbourne Cricket Club and captained Victoria in its interco-
lonial match against New South Wales in 1857.3 Hammersley’s personal 
friend and fellow Melbourne Cricket Club member Tom Wills provides 
a good example of the significance of British World networks for these 
formative years of cricket in Australia. Born in New South Wales, Wills 
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went to school in Melbourne before being sent to Rugby School in 
England where he captained the school cricket team. Wills then returned 
to Melbourne in 1856, bringing back with him new innovations in 
cricket that he had observed in the metropole, such as overarm bowling 
and tossing a coin to decide who would have the first innings. He played 
for the Melbourne Cricket Club and was the club’s secretary in 1857–
1858. Then he re-traversed the British World as manager and coach of 
the aboriginal cricket team of 1868.4

Metropole-to-colony cultural traffic was further magnified with the 
commencement of tours of metropolitan teams to the Australian colo-
nies in the 1860s. Indeed, the inaugural tour of an English cricket team 
to the Australian colonies in 1861–1862 offers an instructive example of 
British World networks in operation. The idea for the tour was prompted 
by the success of a similar tour to Canada and the United States in 1859. 
The planning for the tour was made possible via a number of British 
World contacts and demonstrates the intertwining networks of the 
British World.5 There is evidence to show that the initial idea for the tour 
may have come from Melbourne Cricket Club committeeman Arthur 
Devlin, who was in Britain when the 1859 touring party left for North 
America. On 16 December 1859, the Argus reported: ‘A letter has been 
received from an old Victorian Cricketer now resident in the mother 
country, to the effect that … the All England Eleven are prepared to 
peril the transit of the tropics, and the rolling forties, with a view of show-
ing this young country how cricket ought to be played’.6 The idea, however, 
appeared to founder when a number of important members of the 1859 
tour ruled out a trip to Australia, citing that the £150 per player (plus 
fares and expenses) being offered was insufficient. It was the Surrey club, 
and in particular the Surrey captain, H.H. Stephenson, who stepped into 
the breach and agreed to organise a team with himself as captain.

It is not clear how the catering firm Spiers and Pond became aware of 
the proposal but it was they who ultimately decided to underwrite the 
costs of the venture. Spiers and Pond was itself the product of British 
World networks. The owners, Felix Spiers and Christopher Pond, were 
British catering entrepreneurs who migrated to Melbourne in the 1850s 
and established a number of successful restaurants and hotels.7 The tour 
was immensely popular, with the Australian public with 45,000 paying to 
watch the first match against Eighteen of Victoria. The takings from this 
match alone ensured that Spiers and Pond recouped their expenses.8 The 
tourists were greeted with similarly enthusiastic crowds at all the ensuing 
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fixtures (thirteen in all). All their matches were against odds (i.e. against 
teams of eighteen or twenty-two) with the visitors dominant. The suc-
cess of the tour prompted a second tour in 1863–1864, which was again 
the product of British World cooperation. Although the exact arrange-
ments are unclear, the tour was the result of negotiations between the 
Melbourne Cricket Club and the Nottinghamshire cricketers George 
Parr (who had captained the 1859 tour of North America) and George 
Marshall. This tour was, again, very popular with the Australian public 
and a great financial success.9

Another by-product of these early tours was the employment by colo-
nial clubs of metropolitan professionals to assist with coaching and devel-
opment. After the 1861–1862 tour, Charles Lawrence agreed to an offer 
by the Albert Club to stay on as a coach. Not to be outdone by their 
NSW rivals, the Melbourne Cricket Club obtained the services of their 
own English professional, William Caffyn, after the 1863–1864 tour. 
And there were a number of others after them who migrated from the 
metropole. Indeed, the 1865 New South Wales team to play the inter-
colonial match against Victoria featured four English professionals—
Lawrence, Caffyn, Ned Gregory and Nathaniel Thompson. Three years 
later a number of English amateur cricketers studded the Victorian team. 
The phenomenon was commented on by the Australasian in 1872: 
‘Victorians must never forget how much they owe to the home polish, 
how much indebted they have been to men who learnt their cricket in 
the old country … in estimating the progress the game has made here 
… remember how much we owe of late years to home importations’.10 
These imports certainly had a marked impact on Australian cricket and, 
in this regard, the metropole more than delivered on its promise of 
‘showing this young country how cricket ought to be played’.

The next tour of a metropolitan team did not take place until 1873 
and the improvements that had taken place in Australian cricket were 
immediately apparent. Where the previous English teams had convinc-
ingly beaten teams of twenty-two, the 1873–1874 team was beaten by 
eighteens of NSW and Victoria. These changes were noted by the cap-
tain of the English side who, arguably, was cricket’s first real superstar, 
William Gilbert Grace. ‘W.G.’ later wrote in his ‘cricketing reminis-
cences’, ‘We could easily beat any team of fifteen that could be gath-
ered together in Australia, but with eighteen or twenty-two against 
us victory was not so easy. The best cricketers we met were, as a rule, 
English University and Public School men, who had settled in the 
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Colony, but some of the native-born showed considerable aptitude, 
especially in bowling’.11 The matches again proved extremely popular 
with the Australian public—a fact no doubt helped by the drawcard of 
W.G.—and, furthermore, the scores were telegraphed back to Britain 
for the first time.12 After the tour, one Australian player was heard to 
say, ‘Bar W.G. we’re as good as they are, and some day we’ll lick’em 
with eleven’, a quote which could perhaps be interpreted as expressive 
of proto-nationalist Australian sentiment if it hadn’t been uttered by 
Sam Cosstick, another Surrey player who had migrated to Australia.13 
These words were to prove prophetic when, in March 1877, a combined 
Melbourne and Sydney Eleven, branded ‘All Australia’, took on the next 
England touring party led by James Lillywhite. True to Cosstick’s word, 
All Australia won this match. Lillywhite’s team demanded a rematch 
a week later in which they levelled the score and these two matches 
received retrospective classification as the first in the long-standing tradi-
tion of Australia vs. England ‘Test matches’.14

This early cricketing interaction between the metropole and colony 
is revealing of a couple of things. First, we can see how the construc-
tion of the British World in the latter part of the nineteenth century was 
reflected in cricket. In fact, to a large extent, this British World interac-
tion was responsible for the rapid growth and development of cricket in 
Australia. For example, the explosion of metropole-to-colony migration 
that was constitutive of the British World is mirrored in the migration of 
individual metropolitan players and coaches to the Australian colonies. 
Furthermore, the networks established by this British World migration, 
and the cultural traffic that passed along these networks, were integral to 
the organisation of these first cricket tours. In turn, the tours themselves 
served to reinforce and sustain these networks. Indeed, the British World 
interplay effected by these tours was largely responsible for the success 
and popularity of cricket in the colony generally, as W.G. would later 
pronounce: ‘I have no doubt that [the 1873–1874 tour] and the sub-
sequent tours made by English teams had a most salutary influence on 
the development of Australian cricket; as, apart from the experience they 
gained by playing against the best cricketers we could send out, the vast 
interest taken in the various matches led to the adoption of cricket as the 
national game of the Colony’.15

Furthermore, we can find invocations of that cultural glue of the 
British World—Britishness—in many statements made by individuals on 
both sides of the metropole-colony nexus. For example, the first touring 
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team of 1861–1862 was received in Melbourne by the civil servant 
George William Rusden, who hailed them ‘first as antagonists, secondly 
… as countrymen’.16 Rusden’s sentiment was echoed later in the tour by 
the English captain, Stephenson, who said in a speech in Sydney that

English customs and English feelings were firmly implanted here; the same 
love of manly sport, the same appreciation of fair play existed that prevails 
in England. … Everything around us seems so thoroughly English that I 
could almost imagine we were still home.17

Likewise, even those who doubted the quality of Australian cricket, as 
‘Paul Jones’ writing in the Australasian did, had ‘too good an opinion 
of them as Britons to doubt their pluck and gameness’.18 Moreover, 
it was hoped that the success of the tour would also help thicken the 
British World ties between colony and metropole in a more general 
sense. The Victorian treasurer, (English-born) William Haines, said he 
hoped the tourists would communicate to their compatriots back home 
‘the great progress [Australia] had made and the inducements there were 
for persons to settle in this country’.19 And in a gesture that neatly sym-
bolised not only the Britishness of this transnational British World but 
also the unidirectional flow of cultural traffic at this time, each mem-
ber of the touring team was invited to plant a (British) elm tree at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground.20

These expressions of pan-Englishness/Britishness did not diminish 
with the emergence of greater parity between English and Australian 
cricket. When an Australian Eleven defeated an English Eleven in the 
first ‘Test match’, Alfred Shaw, a member of the touring English team, 
later observed: ‘The success of the Australians created immense jubila-
tion in Melbourne and other Colonial centres. … For the time being the 
defeated Englishmen and their associates in the Colonies had to be con-
tent to eat humble pie––sweetened, it is true, with the thought that it 
was members of their own race who had offered it––but humble pie all 
the same’.21 Indeed, this victory helped address a fear that had often per-
vaded colonial discourse in the nineteenth century, which was that the 
Australian climate would have an enervating effect on the British ‘race’. 
For example, the Sydney-based Daily News hailed the win as a demon-
stration that ‘the English race is not disintegrating in a distant land’.22 
Similarly the Australasian reported: ‘The event marks the great improve-
ment which has taken place in Australian cricket … and the proof which 
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the victory affords that the physical qualities of the English race show 
no sign of decline in these sunny southern lands’. In other words, the 
article continued, the win showed that ‘the Englishmen born in Australia 
do not fall short of the Englishmen born in Surrey or Yorkshire’.23 
Furthermore, from a metropolitan perspective, this growing parity 
between English and Australian cricket could actually be viewed as testa-
ment to the strength of the imperial bond. As Shaw would later opine:

Equality and fraternity between England and her Colonies are now estab-
lished with a completeness that is at once the astonishment and the envy 
of the other nations of the world. Let it not be forgotten that cricket has 
played a most important part in this happy concord, and that the two 
events which marked its origin were the matches that James Lillywhite and 
his men played in March and April, A.D. 1877 at Melbourne.24

The 1860s and 1870s were a high-water mark for British race patriot-
ism more generally. The creation of the British World through the mass 
migration of Britons to the settler colonies had stimulated a good deal 
of thinking and commentary on the fate of the British race in these far-
flung locales. As we have seen, much of this was provoked by fear: fear 
of the unknown and, particularly, fear that the British race would degen-
erate in environments far removed from Britain itself. This British race 
patriotism discourse was promulgated by writers like Seeley and Dilke, 
who both employed the term ‘Greater Britain’ to describe this expanded 
British World. Seeley wrote: ‘Those ten millions of Englishmen who live 
outside of the British Islands … are of our own blood, and are there-
fore united with us by the strongest tie’. Dilke also maintained that 
although the British had been dispersed throughout this Greater Britain, 
in ‘essentials the race was always one’.25 We can see that this British race 
discourse also permeated through Australian cricket in the 1860s and 
1870s.
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