
Preface and Acknowledgements

The book is an outcome of the conference Sustainable Urbanization in India:
Challenges and Opportunities that was held between January 15 and 16, 2015 at the
Institute of Development Studies Kolkata (IDSK), jointly in association with the
Indian Institute of Technology Bombay. The conference plan evolved as a part of a
larger program organized by the International Social Science Council (ISSC) in
2013. I was selected as one of the 20World Social Science Fellows by ISSC and was
offered the opportunity to participate in the World Social Science Seminar on
Sustainable Urbanization: Innovative Approaches to Understanding Urbanization
in the twenty-first Century, held between March 25 and 30 at the Universidad Andina
Simon Bolivar at Quito, Ecuador. It was recognized that the multidimensional
perspectives capable of addressing the complex interactions in space and time
among the social, economic, political, cultural, physical, and environmental
dimensions of urbanization was the need of the hour; these interactions constitute the
driving forces behind the type, extent, and intensity of urban growth and conditions
for the transition to a more sustainable future. The Fellows were assigned the task of
developing these interdisciplinary perspectives and to take these forward in
their upcoming research works. Five days of discussion followed on sustainable
urbanization, some of it in a traditional academic setting, based on work submitted
by Fellows and parts of the discussion also focused on interactive research visioning
and action planning. As the post-seminar research activity, I proposed to address the
issue of sustainable urbanization within the Indian context. The need to move
beyond binary explanations exposing the contradictory nature of urbanization
between the developed and the developing world that had already made significant
scholarly intervention was thoroughly felt and instead reflecting on Indian cities
using polycentric approach and analysis was found to be hugely relevant within the
huge, complex and diverse Indian urban scene. The major objective of the 2015
conference was to identify city-specific sources of challenges and explore strategies
and potentials to make the process of urban transition both sustainable and equitable.
The non-linear, bottom-up, multi-sectoral process-based local contexts explored
through different case studies across north, south, east and west Indian cities
critically questioned the universal provisions laid out in ‘sustainable urbanization’,
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the post-2015 development agenda of the United Nations, and suggested ways that
seemed to be important for transcending theories into actions. In the meantime
India’s dramatic launch of the ‘Smart City Mission’ paved the way towards the
formulation of the book proposal and project from selected papers presented in the
conference as it re-emphasized the significance of in-depth identification of chal-
lenges and exploration of potentials through nuanced readings and coverage of
micro-political processes using pluralistic prisms and conceptual lenses.

I would like to thank and acknowledge the International Social Science Council
and the World Social Science platform for giving me the opportunity to learn and
grasp various components of contemporary urbanization across different cities
of the globe through research training conducted by urban experts and mentors like
Adriana Allen and Mark Swilling and interactions with the other 19 Fellows,
especially Irene Sotiropoulou, Ferne Edwards and Moises Lino e Silva. Ongoing
association with Adriana Allen and her colleagues from the Bartlett Development
Planning Unit, University College London, UK in other projects and researchers
had helped me to sharpen the edge of my understanding especially related to
peri-urbanization of poverty in the Global South. Prof. Allen also participated in the
2015 conference at IDSK, chaired a session and gave important feedback on why
and how to pursue the book project. Other eminent experts on the subject who
participated in the conference, encouraged young researchers/paper presenters and
made it a success were Darshini Mahadevia (who provided the keynote address),
Om Prakash Mathur, Prabhat Datta, Annapurna Shaw, Mahalaya Chatterjee, Arun
Bandopadhyay, Asish Ghosh, Gopa Samanta, Sutapa Chatterjee Sarkar, and Uttam
Bhattacharya. I would specially like to thank Om Prakash Mathur for agreeing to
write the foreword for the book. D. Parthasarathy from IIT Bombay was kind
enough to accept the proposal of jointly hosting the conference. His students
organized a fiery panel on urban ecology and environmentalisms, and without their
support and enthusiasm neither this conference and nor this book would have been
possible; special thanks to Sneha Sharma and Neha Singh whom I had met time and
again in different conferences between 2014 and 2016 and discussed organizational
details of the conference and structure of the book. I would like to offer my heartiest
gratitude to late Prof. K.C. Sivaramakrishnan who gave a special presentation,
launched his book Governance of Megacities: Fractured Thinking, Fragmented
Setup on the first day of the conference and encouraged us to pursue the book
project. Prof. Rene Veron, University of Lausanne had guided me and provided me
materials to have a better understanding of the political ecology framework. The
entire IDSK team including faculty, staff, and librarians had been helpful during
various stages of organizing the conference and evolution of the manuscript. The
Director of the institute Prof. Achin Chakraborty had been a wonderful guide and
supervisor since January 2015; he had offered every help possible for organizing the
conference, participated and presented a conceptual paper in the conference and
provided significant academic insights to improve and finalize the manuscript.
Amiya Bagchi, Emeritus Professor, IDSK, and Ramkrishna Chattopadhyay had
always been great source of knowledge and inspiration. I would like to thank
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Sreepat Jain for his insightful suggestions and comments regarding publication
of the manuscript. Finally, I would like to thank all the contributors for being
immensely helpful and cooperative since the inception of the project.

Kharagpur, India Jenia Mukherjee
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