
Preface

This study is a revised version of my Ph.D. dissertation submitted to the National
Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, in July 2013. It concerns
the investigation of the relationships between Chinese college test takers’ strategy
use and reading test performance.

There are five main objectives in this study: (a) examining and identifying the
patterns of Chinese college test takers’ strategy use for the reading comprehension
test; (b) exploring the factorial structure of EFL reading test performance as mea-
sured by the retired College English Test Band 4 (CET-4) Reading subtest; (c) in-
vestigating the relationships between test takers’ strategy use and reading test
performance; (d) examining the relationships between metacognitive and cognitive
strategy use in test situations; and (e) investigating gender differences in strategy
use and reading test performance.

In writing the book, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Christine Goh
for her invaluable and sustained support, enlightening guidance, and most impor-
tantly, for her insightful comments throughout the manuscript. It is my great honor
to have had the opportunity to work with such an amazing and considerate
professor.

I also wish to express my heartfelt appreciation to Prof. Antony Kunnan for
giving me enlightening suggestions about structural equation modeling and for his
ongoing technical advice; Prof. Lawrence Jun Zhang for his insightful comments,
warm encouragement, and unyielding support during my study; and especially to
Prof. Scott Paris, without whom it would not have been possible for me to start this
fruitful journey and choose the appropriate research direction.

My heartfelt thanks go to Prof. Guangwei Hu, Prof. Yan Wang, and Prof.
Yongbing Liu for their generous help toward the completion of the project, all the
students involved in the study for their contribution of time, cooperation, and
assistance, and other colleagues and researchers who were often the best critics.

Finally, I am greatly obliged to my family for their unwavering support,
encouragement, and unconditional love in the course of my research.

Singapore, Singapore Limei Zhang

v



http://www.springer.com/978-981-10-6324-4




