
Contents

1 Revisiting Disability Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Notions and Models of Disability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Individual Approach of Disability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Criticism of the Individual Approach of Disability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Social Approach of Disability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Criticism of the Social Approach of Disability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Overall Analyses of Notions and Models of Disability . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

2 Visual Impairment and Psychosocial Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Blindness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Effects of Visual Impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Prevalence and Incidence of Visual Impairment in India . . . . . . . . . . 17

Self-esteem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Structural Perspective . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Symbolic Interactionism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Social Comparison Theory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Social Identity Theory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
Bandura’s Self-efficacy Theory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Self-esteem, Adjustment and Visual Impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Overall Analyses of Self-esteem and Adjustment of People with
Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Comparative Overview of Self-esteem and Adjustment of Blind and
Sighted Individuals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

International Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
Indian Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42

xiii



3 Provisions for Education of Persons with Visual Impairment . . . . . . 49
Education of the Disabled: International Scenario . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Special or Residential Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Disability in the Indian Context . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

Legislation for People with Disabilities in India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Educational Initiatives for People with Disabilities in India . . . . . . . . 53

Policy Developments: Historical Review and Current Trends in
Education of Persons with Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
Issues of Access and Enrolment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
Provision of Aids and Appliances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

Training of Teachers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58
Critical Reflections: Concluding Thoughts
and Future Possibilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

National Institute for the Visually Handicapped, Dehradun . . . . . . . . . . 60
Residential School Education for the Blind in India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Barriers in the Education of Students with Visual Impairment
in India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Facing the Challenge of Curriculum Access and Instructional Practices
of Persons with Visual Impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Curriculum and Instructional Practices for Blind Students and Students
with Low Vision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
The Core Curriculum for Blind and Visually Impaired Children and
Youths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

Preschool Blind or Visually Impaired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Curriculum for the Elementary and Secondary Levels . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
The Existing Core Curriculum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
The Expanded Core Curriculum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

Significance of the Expanded Core Curriculum for Blind and Visually
Impaired Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Curriculum Suggestions for Teaching Students with Low Vision . . . . . . 74

Teaching of Mathematics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74
Language Teaching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Teaching of Social Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Teaching of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

Unique Curriculum Needs for Students with Low Vision . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Curriculum Suggestions for Teaching Students with Visual Impairment
and Other Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76
Instructional Practices for Students with Visual Impairments and
Developmental Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76
Teachers’ Role and Approach in Education of Blind Students . . . . . . . . 77
Comparative Overview of Educational Achievement of Blind and
Sighted Individuals: International and National . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80
Overall Analyses of Education of Students with Visual Impairment . . . . 86
References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

xiv Contents



4 Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95
Qualitative Analysis of Data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

Comparative Analysis of Data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Perception of the Self . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Ecological Analysis of Non-integrated School Setting
for the Blind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

Overall Discussion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

5 Critical Reflections: Concluding Thoughts
and Future Possibilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111
Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Contents xv



http://www.springer.com/978-981-10-6643-6


	Contents



